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This document begins with a general report of the Prison Commiesion- 
ere, whioh briefly Bummarizes the ordinary affairs, and includes a special 
report on the imprisoDment of women. Tbis part of the report also em- 
braces sach recommendations and suggestions as it seems desirable to 
bring to tbe attention of the General Court. 

The subdivisions containing the details of this document are briefly sum- 
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officers 33 
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AfphabetJcal index 145 

The statistics relating particularly to tbe State Prison and reformatories 
are included in the respective reports of the warden and supcTintendents. 
Statistics that are common to all prisons will be found in the general tables. 
The index contains a reference to every separate topic of the report. 
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CommBittocalt^ of SP^assat^sttts, 



State Hoobe, BOBTON, JanDHry, IWS. 

To the EonorabU the Senate and the House of Bepreaentalivei m Oeneral Ooitrl 
asiembkd : 

The fifth annual report of the Board of Priaon Commissioners is 
respectfully submitted herewith. The details of this report cover 
the year beginning Oct. 1, 1904, and ending Sept. 30, 1905. In 
the various parts of the report there will be found itemized informa- 
tion concerning the condition of the prisons, commitments, sentences, 
etc., with the required statistics as to arrests, probation and criminal 
prosecutions, together with a general account of the industries. 

The whole number of sentences to all prisons was 28,545 ; this is 
1,149 less than last year, and but 1,079 more than the number in 
the census year of 1895. The population of the State has grown 
about 20 per cent, in ten years, but the prison statistics show a 
diminution in the total commitments for crimes against the person, 
only a slight increase for crimes against property, and ii the offence 
of drunkenness were omitted there would also be a large reduction 
in the number for crimes against public order. In 1895 there were 
1,936 commitments for crimes against the person; in 1905 there 
were only 1,402. For crimes against property in 1895 there were 
3,045 persons committed, and in 1905 there were 3,149, — an in- 
crease of 104 only. For crimes against public order, exclusive of 
the commitments for drunkenness, there was a large reduction ; the 
whole number of commitments in 1895 for all crimes of this class, 
excepting drunkenness, was 4,112, and in 1905 the number of such 
commitments was only 3,346. 

The prison population on Sept. 30, 1905, was 6,415 ; this is 
smaller by 475 than last year and 1,213 less than were held in 
custody ten years ago. The State Prison had a larger number of 
inmates than in 1895, but the Massachusetts Reformatory had 159 
less, and the Reformatory Prison for Women, 147 less. The other 
places, including the State Farm and county prisons, had 1,050 less 
than in 1895. 
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State Frison. 

The number of prisoners in the State Prison on September 30 
was 843, being 29 less than at the close of the preceding year. The 
population still exceeds the number of single cells, but it has not 
been necessary to keep a number of prisoners in a dormitory, because 
the large rooms in the separate imprisonment building can readily 
accommodate two prisoners. By the exercise of care in the assign- 
ment of the prisoners who are to occupy the large cells together, 
the warden has avoided any annoyance or disturbance of discipline 
on that account. 

It was found necessary last summer to strengthen the chapel floor, 
because an examination by experts disclosed a defect that might de- 
velop into a serious weakness if not immediately remedied. The 
small expense of this work was paid out of the general appropria- 
tion. 

As &r as the statutes will permit, and the limited facilities of the 
prison will allow, the prisoners have been well employed ; and the 
industries are in good financial condition. Within a short time 
repairs will be needed on the shop buildings, and it is suggested that 
authority may be granted to use part of the industries fund for that 
purpose, and for making the special repairs on the houses as recom- 
mended by the warden. 

Six prisoners have been sentenced to the State Prison for the third 
time during the year, but none of them were indicted and sentenced 
under the habitual criminal act. During the year, 4 prisoners held 
as habitual criminals have been released by the Governor and 
Council, and there now remain in custody 9 such prisoners, who 
have served severally from one year and a half to fifteen years. 

Under an act passed in 1894 and amended in 1895, the commis- 
sioners have power to release by unanimous vote of all the members 
of the Board a prisoner who has served two-thirds of his sentence 
as shortened by deductions for good conduct. This applies only to 
prisoners sentenced for crimes committed prior to Jan. 1, 1896, 
when the maximum and minimum law took effect and established 
other conditions for the release. During the year 10 prisoners have 
been released by virtue of the parole law, which is now contained 
in section 114 of chapter 225 of the Revised Laws. There are left 
in the prison only a few prisoners who are subject to the terms of 
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this law, and some of them, having long sentences, will not become 
elipble for several yeacs. 

Ever since the establishment of the State Prison, the physician 
and surgeon there has received but a nominal salary, as he has 
always continued in private practice. The rules have never required 
his constant attendance, but only that, in addition to the daily visit 
named by the statutes, he should respond immediately to any special 
call from the prison. There has never been any legislation proposed 
to change this condition ; but a literal reading of the Revised Laws 
would bring a physician hereafter appointed under the general pro- 
hibition against outside business for officers appointed by the warden . 
This restriction does not apply to the present physician because be 
holds his office under the old law. But it will be impossible to 
secure the services of a competent physician in case of a vacancy 
unless this restriction is removed or the salary is largely increased. 
It is recommended that section IT of chapter 223 of the Revised 
Laws be amended by excepting the physician and surgeon irom its 
provisions. 

Massachusetts Refortnatory. 

At the Massachusetts Reformatory on Sept. 30, 1905, there were 
852 prisoners, a reduction of 102 as compared with the preceding 
year. The buildings give sufficient accommodation for a much 
larger number of prisoners than are now at the place, and the cell- 
house and all administration departments are in good condition. 
Some repairs have been made on the wall this year, but no other 
special expenditures are required on the prison proper at the present 
time. The superintendent suggests that the means for the disposal 
of the sewage could be greatly improved by the addition of extra 
pumps and other appliances, at an estimated cost of $5,500 ; and it 
is recommended that this sum be granted for that purpose. His 
recommendation for the installation of electric light fixtures in the 
houses occupied by the subordinate officers is also approved ; it is 
not proposed that the electric light shall be supplied at the expense 
of the State, but that each tenant shall purchase the light from an 
outside plant. 

The trade schools have become an exceedingly valuable part of 
the reformatory work, and the law in reference to making goods for 
public use has made it possible to derive a small income from the 
work of these schools as a partial offset to the expense of maintain- 
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ing them. AH the iron beds needed for institutions use can now be 
made here in a branch of the school that was established two years 
ago. Mach of the office furniture can also be supplied, but it has 
not been found advisable so far to make other kinds of fumitorc to 
any extent by hand work. 

In the report of last year there was an explanation of the method 
of releasing prisoners on permit by the commissioners, and it may 
be useful to state briefly the practice in regard to the return of pris- 
oners who violate the terms of the permit. Whenever it comes to 
the knowledge of the commissioners that a prisoner has been con- 
victed of any crime punishable by imprisonment, his permit is 
promptly revoked and he is returned itothe i-eformatory or trans- 
ferred to some other prison, to be held on his reformatory sentence. 
In cases where no conviction has taken place the permit is not re- 
voked without a careful examination. Prisoners who are delinquent 
in reporting as required by the conditions of the release are looked 
up by an agent. In most cases it appears that the failure to report 
is due entirely to carelessness, bat if it appears that a prisoner has 
violated any other conditions of his release, his permit is revoked at 
once, and he is returned to imprisonment. The commissioners keep 
as much trace of prisoners who are at liberty from the reformatory 
as is possible with the small force at their disposal. Some improve- 
ment in this respect has been secured during the year by enlisting 
the co-operation of the probation officers, many of whom have ex- 
pressed a willingness to receive and transmit the reports which the 
prisoners are recjuired to send to the Prison Commissioners. Some 
of the officers have shown a great interest in this matter and have 
carefully verified tlie statements sent by the prisoners. It is the 
intention to develop this plan of co-operation as far as it can be 
done without unduly adding to the duties of the probation officers. 

When the reformatory was estftblished, in 1884, it was provided 
that prisoners might be removed thereto from the State Prison, but 
that they should not be given permits to be at liberty without the 
consent of the Governor and Council. Tliis provision lias been re- 
tained in section 117 of chapter 235 of the Revised Laws. A pris- 
oner sentenced to the State Prison under the maximum and minimum 
law passed in 1895 may earn, by good conduct, the right to be 
released at the expiration of the minimum term of his sentence. 
If, however, such a prisoner is removed to the Massachusetts 
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Reformatory be cannot be released under the letter of the law without 
the consent of the Governor and Council. It is suggested th&t the 
law should now be changed so that a prisoner thus transferred shall 
be entitled to his release at the expiration of the minimum term if 
his conduct record is perfect. 

Reformatory PrtAon for Women. 

The number of prisoners remaining in custody on Sept. 30, 1905, 
was 189, only 1 less than at the close of the preceding year. It is 
needless to give details concerning the commitments to this prison, as 
that subject is quite fully dealt with in the special report printed 
herewith. 

In the superintendent's report there is a suggestion that the sum 
of $5,000 is needed to make certain repairs for the purpose of keep- 
ing the buildings in good condition, and it is recommended that this 
amount be granted for the purposes specified by the superintendent. 

By chapter 29 of the Resolves of 1898 the commissioners were 
authorized to dispose of a small piece of land belonging to the 
prison, which is situated on Herbert street. South Framingham, and 
is not needed for the purposes of the reformatory. The only offer 
received for the land at that time was rejected by the commissioners, 
and authority to sell it has lapsed. There is reason to believe that 
it could now be disposed of, and it is recommended that the com- 
missioners be permitted to sell it by public auction. 

Under existing laws, when disease breaks out in a jail or other 
prison a removal may be made to any suitable place ; when a pris- 
oner in a jail, house of correction or workhouse is suffering from a 
disease which is dangerous to other prisoners he may be removed to a 
hospital by direction of tlie board of health ; upon the certificate of 
the physician of a prison any prisoner not held for a capital crime 
may be placed in a hospital for surgical treatment or operation ; and 
in certain cases a woman in a bouse of correction who is about to be 
confined may be placed in a workhouse. These provisions, how- 
ever, do not cover all the instances where it occasionally seems de- 
suable to make a removal to another place. It is suggested that 
the law on this subject should be broadened to include any oases of 
illness when it seems desirable to take a prisoner out of the prison 
for the sake of treatment. It is also recommended that the com- 
missioners may be authorized to phice in a hospital any prisoner in 
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the Reformatory Prison for Women who is about to be confioed. 
The last recommendation is not made for securing suitable treat- 
ment, because that prison is always provided with the requisite ekill 
and facilities for the proper care of such a case ; but the change is 
urged out of consideration for the innocent. 

Imprisonment of Women, 
The General Court of 1905 passed a i-esolve reading as fol- 
lows : — 

Resolved, That tbe board of prison commissionerB is instructed to in- 
vestigate the advisability of amending the lair relative to tbe commitment 
of female prisoners convicted of minor offences, and also tbe advisability 
of amending the law so as to reqnire the more complete separation of 
females convicted of minor offences from tbose confined for other offences. 
The board shall embody in its next annual report such recommendations in 
tbe premises as it may deem advisable. 

The general law as to the sentences of women is in section Ifi of 
chapter 220 of the Revised Laws, as amended by chapter 224 of the 
Acts of 1904, and this provides that a female convict of whatever 
age may be sentenced to imprisonment in a jail or house of correc- 
tion, or the Reformatory Prison for Women. There are sections 
also which authorize imprisonment in the State Fann of women con- 
victed of certain offences. It is substantially correct to say that for 
all misdemeanors women may be sentenced to the State Farm, to the 
Reformatory Prison for Women or to any jail or house of correc- 
tion ; while for felony they may be sent to any of these places ex- 
cepting the State Fann. 

Prisoners may be removed to the reformatory from all the jails 
and houses of correction and from the State Farm ; but the com- 
missioners do not transfer to Sherbom any woman who has a shorter 
sentence than one year, because it is not deemed advisable to bring 
into a closer association prisoners serving for the same offences and 
having terms of imprisonment varying from a few months to five 
years. If all sentences were indeterminate it might be practicable 
to classify prisoners according to offences. 

The form of sentence to the Reformatory Prison for Women is 
now indeterminate, and prisoners committed under that system may 
be held not more than two years for misdemeanor, and not more 
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than five years for felony. Prisoners sentenced to the State Farm 
may be held one year if sent for drunkenness, or two years if sent 
for other offences. 

The whole number of women committed to all the prisons in the 
Commonwealth for the year ending Sept. 30, 1905, was 3,010. Of 
this number 215 were committed to the Reformatory Prison for 
Women. Of the 2,(i72 sent to the jails and houses of correction, 
1,309 were committed to Deer Island alone, 35 of those committed 
to Sherborn were sentenced for felony, and of the large number 
sent to the jails and houses of correction only 36 received sentences 
of one year or more. A very large proportion of the women were 
sentenced for drunkenness, the number for that offence being 2,230. 
As to the number remaining at the close of the year, which indi- 
cates the character of the prison population better than the statistics 
of commitments, it should be noted that in the Reforcoatory Prison 
for Women on September 30 there were 27 prisoners held for offences 
against the person and property, while in the jails and houses of cor- 
rection, including long and short sentences alike, there were only 
42. In the Reformatory Prison for Women 75 were held for drunk- 
enness, in the State Farm 63, and in the Jails and houses of correc- 
tion 291. Two of the women held for manslaughter and murder 
were at Sherborn and 2 in the jails and houses of correction. 

The statistics for the last five years show that about 20 per cent, 
of the reformatory commitments were of women who had served 
sentences in that place before ; but this high percentage is due 
entirely to the recommitments for drunkenness. For example, last 
year there were 30 women committed to Sherborn for offences 
against person and property, and of these only 3 had been in the 
prison before. As a rule the women who go to prison for drunk- 
enness are older than those sentenced for other offences, and 
generally have passed an age when they would readily take impres- 
sions from their younger associates. 

Many of the women committed for drunkenness have already 
served sentences for that or another offence, and some of those 
committed for the first time have been before the court, and either 
put on probation or otherwise disposed of without a sentence. 
Under the present liberal provisions of the probation law there is 
little chance of a first offender going to Sherborn. The judges, as a 
rule, deal leniently with these offenders, and they do not im- 
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pose BCDteaoes except in aggmvated cases, or upon the earnest 
importunity of relatives that imprisonment should be tried because 
all other attempts at correction have fiiiled. 

Concerning the changes in the law that may be necessary to 
secure a classification of prisoners, it seems that the most practi- 
cable step to take in the beginning is to provide that no women 
shall be sentenced to houses of correotion for felony. In many of 
them there is no suitable provision for the employment of prisoners 
who are to remain a long time, whereas in the Reformatory Prison 
for Women there is constant occupation for all the prisoners. It is 
recommended that all women convicted of felony shall be punished 
by imprisonment in the Reformatory Prison for Women. This 
would eliminate {torn the houses of correction a few women who 
serve long terms. If this were done it would also be advisable to 
forbid a sentence to the Reformatory Prison for Women on a first 
conviction of misdemeanor. To a certain extent this would secure 
a classification of prisoners according to their criminal characters ; 
that is to say, no woman convicted of a first misdemeanor would be 
compelled to associate with persons convicted of serious crimes. 
This classification is not always correct, nor would it be largely 
effective. Prisoners cannot be classified by ages nor by offences in 
such a way as to avoid incongruous conditions. If it were possible 
to have full knowledge as to the character of these prisoners they 
might be separated into more suitable groups. 

But the plan of putting all cases of felony into Sherborn, and 
prohibiting the imprisonment at that place on the first conviction 
of a minor offence, would accomplish something in the way of 
better separation. It hardly seems practicable to make any other 
regulation by statute, but some additional protection against the 
evils of association might be obtained by a different arrangement 
of the buildings at the Reformatory Prison for Women. It is not 
deemed advisable to recommend such a targe expenditure at Sher- 
bom, at the present time, as would be required for the general 
adoption of the cottage plan. It might be well, however, to ex- 
pend a small sum for the purpose of converting the open spaces, 
which at one time were used for recreation rooms, into separate 
cells, as contemplated by the original plan. Tliis can readily be 
done at small expense because the foundations for the party walls 
were laid when the prison was constructed. Whenever a general 
classification is put into effect there will be a large addition to the 
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ezpeDse for maiDteDance ; more officers would be needed, and as the 
prisoners must be maintained in all respects in different departments, 
entirely apart from each other, the place could not be as economically 
managed as at present; morever, it would be impracticable to estab- 
lish two workrooms for the principal industry, and that work would 
be available for only one class of prisoners. 

If there is any general desire to consider the adoption of tlie cot- 
tage system for this prison an excellent example of buildings con- 
structed on that plan, and of an institution managed under that 
system, can be seen at the State Industrial School for Girls at Lan- 
caster. The inmates there, however, differ in age from the persons 
who go to the Reformatory Prison for Women ; and in order to 
observe how far an experiment with this system had progressed at 
the reformatory for women in New York, the chairman made a visit 
to that place early in January. The cottage system is used for the 
first grade ; 26 prisonei-s and 2 oflicers are in each cottage. The 
second-grade prisoners are kept in prison cells ; a few rooms &ve 
occupied by 2 prisoners. The third or punishment grade has a 8e{)a- 
rate building. Prisoners are received for all offences, and the age 
limit is from fifteen to thirty years. In the cottages of the first grade 
all the domestic work for that class is performed. They are thus 
trained to live in association with each other, and the incident of 
housekeeping must have a more or Ie.=is refining influence upon them. 
These cottages, however, are of recent origin. The first prison 
buildings were constructed with close cells, having no opening to 
the outer air. The experiment has not been under operation many 
years, but the superintendent at Bedford gives many strong reasons 
in fiivor of the cottage plan for all prisoners, and it would seem that 
the only objection to that plan must be on the ground of additional 
expense. 

To change the Sherborn prison to make it like Bedford would be 
expensive ; and to make it into an institution where the cottage sys- 
tem should be used exclusively would mean an entire reconstructioD 
of the buildings, and there would be an exceedingly large addition 
to the annual expenditure. 

Temporary Industrial Camp /or Prisoners. 
During the first months of the year only a few prisoners were 
held at the camp, but since January 1 there has been a good work- 
ing force kept here all the time. A fitir-sized tract of land has been 
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cleared and made ready for cultivation, and good crops Iiave been 
raised, considering the unfavorable weather at the close of the sea- 
son, which affected all farming operations in that vicinity. So much 
work has been required to make over the old buildings and prepare 
the new for occupancy that the clearing and reclaiming of land has 
not received as much attention as will be given to it hereafter. The 
last report presented an account of the dormitory erected by outside 
labor and of the domestic building built by the prisoners. The old 
&rmhou8e, that v/as greatly dilapidated when the State took the 
land, has been made over entirely this year by the labor of the 
prisoners, and is now a comfortable dwelling-house. In addition to 
this building work a number of prisoners have been engaged upon 
the hospital prison for consumptives, and it will be necessary to em- 
ploy a larger number next year for the purpose of completing that 
establishment. It is not proposed to make any expensive or elabo- 
rate buildings, either for the camp or hospital, and when modern 
appliances are put in they are adopted from motives of economy 
only. As far aa primitive means can serve they will be continued. 
An abundance of lield stone on the place has made it possible to do 
some work that would have been impracticable if it liad been neces- 
sary to buy that material. This kind of construction is not only 
economical as far as the building processes are concerned, but it 
affords useful occupation for the prisoners. 

Mo/tpital /or Consumptive Prisoners. 

The hospital prison for consumptives, authorized by an act of last 
year, is now under construction, and one dormitory will be ready 
for occupancy within a few months. The first building will contain 
an open ward with space for 25 beds. There will be 12 small rooms 
for such cases as need to be secluded, either for special treatment or 
for security. The building will also have a room for clothing, etc. 

The building now ne&ring completion, which bi described on the 
plan as the east dormitory, is framed in wood, with the outside walls 
boarded and covered with iron. The inside will be suitably pro- 
tected and finished with sheet iron or cement plaster on metal. The 
walla will have a sanitary finish approved by hospital authorities. 
The windows are to be guarded and the wards separated by iron 
screens. It is intended to make a sleeping platform outside the 
building and to securely guard it so that any prisoner may remain 
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in the open air at night if the physiciaD directs such treatment. As 
the floors are to be of wood it was necessary to make a very sub- 
stantial foundation, which could not be pierced by any attempts to 
escape if a man should have an opportunity to cut through the floor- 
ing. Tlie buildings will rest upon a base of field stone laid in 
cement ; and if it should ever be desirable to replace the present 
structure of wood by one of brick or stone, a sufficient substructure 
for a building of any weight is already provided. 

It is proposed to add, as rapidly as possible, an administration 
building, with ample space for a laboratory, dispensary, physician's 
office, bathrooms, and all needed domestic departments ; and to pro- 
vide another dormitory building, which shall afford an opportunity 
for the safe keeping and treatment of consumptives in all stages of 
the disease. The original act provides that removals shall be made 
on the certificate of the prison physician, but it is suggested that it 
might be well to authorize the designation of an expert to act in con- 
junction with the prison physician in deciding as to what prisoners 
are proper subjects for removal to the hospital. The act establish- 
ing the hospital places the inmates of it in the custody of the super- 
intendent of the Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners. As 
these establishments are to be combined under one management 
they might properly, be designated by one comprehensive title ; and 
it is recommended tiiat the place sliall be known as the *' Prison 
Camp and Hospital," a name that wiU sufficiently indicate the pur- 
poses of both branches. 

The appropriation of $25,000 granted last year will erect the two 
dormitories and the administration building and furnish them, but 
it seems desirable that there should be electric light in all parts of 
the place. It would greatly add to the convenience of administra- 
tion in both places, also, if water could be laid on in the buildings, 
and a system of drainage provided. It is therefore recommended 
that the commissioners be authorized to expend the sum of $5,000 
from the prison industries fund for electric lighting, water supply 
and disposal of sewage. 

Aiding Discharged Female Prisoners. 

In the report of last year attention was called to the inadequacy 

of the appropriation for aiding discharged female prisoners. The 

sum would be sufficient if it were not expected that a portion of it 
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should be assigned to the TetDporary Home at Bedham ; but if any 
substantial assistance is to be afforded to that institution, the appro- 
priation must be increased. This was demon8trat«d last year, bat 
no change was made in the amount. The General Court did, how- 
ever, pass an act which contemplates tliat a still larger part of the 
approfffiation shall be diverted to the assistance of charitable insti- 
tutions ; the law was amended so that it now includes the Temporary 
Home for Discharged Female Prisoners and other similar institu- 
tions. It is suggested that if assistance of any value is to be given 
to these places a substantial addition must be made to the appropria- 
tion. Perhaps it would be better to make a direct grant for the aid 
of these places, basing the allowance upon the amount of support 
given annually by the respective institutions to discharged prisoners 
and to persons charged with crime whose cases have been disposed 
of without sentence. 

Aid to Di^harged J*r{sonern. 
As a rule it is probable that the county prisons give as much 
assistance to discharged prisoners as would seem to be useful under 
all the circumstances, but the frequent applications for assistance at 
the Prison Commissioners' office by prisoners who have been re- 
cently discharged from the jails and houses o^ con-ection, in some 
cases by men who are undoubtedly worthy of help, leads to the 
belief that it may be wise to consider the question of allowing a 
larger sum to be expended for this purpose, at the discretion of the 
officers in charge of the prisons. 

Identification of Criminals. 
An act of 1905 relative to the identification of criminals requires 
the prison officers to make records of certain prisoners and to send 
them to the office of the Prison Commissioners, who shall appoint 
an agent to take care of that work. No appropriation was made for 
the agent's expenses, and he has therefore not been appointed. The 
estimates of the commissioners for next year include an item for the 
salary and expenses of the agent. It is respectfully suggested that 
this law would be improved if the restrictions to cases of felony were 
removed, and it should be applied to all offenders alike, as it could 
be without the least risk of subjecting a person to danger excepting 
from his own wrong-doing. Perhaps it would be better if this work 
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were done under the direction of the district police department, 
where there is already one office established for the identification of 
criminals ; but whether it remains with the Prison Commissioners or 
is transferred to the district poUce, provision should be made for the 
employment of a competent agent, who could give instruction in the 
various methods of identification now authorized by law. 

Removal of Prisoners. 
In 1904 there were 285 removals made by order of the commis- 
sioners, and in 1905 the number of these removals was 418. This 
large addition exhausted the appropriation before the end of the 
year, and a few removals were paid for out of the contingent funds 
of the respective institutions. An increased appropriation has been 
requested, but even if that is granted it is not likely that it will 
suffice to pay the expense of removing all the prisoners after the 
hospital prison is established at Rutland. It is recommended that 
to avoid any deficiency in this matter special removals made at the 
request of other authorities shall be paid for by the prison from 
which the prisoner is taken. An unusual number of these requests 
were received in 1905, and if they continue in the same degree the 
appropriation will be inadequate again. In this connection it is 
Buggested that the law of 1903 should be revised so that only the 
bills for such removals as are ordered by the commissioners shall 
require their approval. 

Change in Fiscal Year. 
Attention is called to the difficulty of complying with the law of 
last year, which established a fiscal year for all departments. It 
would simply be an impossibility to present this report earlier than 
March if the year for the returns ujwn which it is based should be 
changed from the 30th of September to the 30th of November, and 
we respectfully recommend that this report be granted the same 
exemption that was applied to the insurance department when this 
subject was under consideration last year. For all purposes of 
information it would seem to be quite as useful to continue the 
statistics and financial statements for the year ending September 30 
as to change it to the later and more inconvenient date. 
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Estimates. 

In accoiiiance with an act of 1905, which provides that the ap- 
propriations shall be made for eleven months, as the fiscal year is 
hereafter to begin on December 1, the following amounts have been 
requested for the support of the prisons : — 

It is estimated that the sum of (74,250 will be required for the 
salaries of the ofKcers at the State Prison next year, and that |74,- 
137 will be needed for the expenses. 

The estimates for the Massachusetts Reformatory are $76,450 
for salaries of officers, $23,833 for instructors, teachers, etc., and 
$99,367 for other expenses. 

For the Reformatory Prison for Women the estimates are as fol- 
lows: salaries, $22,900; other expenses, $29,400. 

The Temporary' Industrial Camp for Prisoners cannot be main- 
tained for a smaller amount than was used last year, and a propor- 
tionate part of $17,500 has been requested. The hospital prison 
will be opened some time in 1906, and it is recommended that the 
commissioners be authorized to expend from the industries fijnd such 
a sum as may be needed for its maintenance during the remainder of 
the year. 

ResjwctfuUy submitted, 

FREDERICK G. PETTIGROVE. 
MARGARET P. RUSSELL, 
HENRY PARKMAN, 
MARY V. O'CALLAGHAN, 
ARTHUR H. WELLMAN, 

Prison Ciynunittwners. 
J. Warren Bailet, 

Secretari/. 
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BosxoN (post-office address, Charlestown, Mass.)- 



WAEDEST'S EBPOET. 



Chablbstowv, Oat. T, 1906. 
To the Board of Friion GommUsioneTg i 

I respectfully submit to you the anaual financial and statistical 
report of the State Prison . 

Nothing unusual has happened to mark t^e year as different from 
those of the past. Expenses in maintenance have been slightly 
curtailed ; per capita increase in average population over last year 
was eighteen. Industries have been &irly prosperous, making a 
gain over the previous year, and enabling us to deposit in the treas- 
ury from our collections nearly fif^y thousand dollars in excess of 
expenditures. 

After careful consideration, it was thought advisable to have the 
experts on insanity make a careful examination of prisoners whose 
conduct for a long time had been such as to raise a strong doubt in 
our minds as to their responsibility for their acts, and the result 
was that quite a large per cent, of those examined were found to 
have mental trouble, and were recommended to the Governor by 
the experts for transfer to the State Asylum for Insane Criminals at 
Bridgewater for treatment. In consequence of their reports twenty- 
seven were transferred during the year. The greatest caution was 
exercised to avoid deception, some of these men having been kept 
under observation for a considerable length of time and subjected to 
long and repeated examinations. The records of many of these 
men having been so bad while in prison, lead us to believe that 
they were mentally unsound when received, I feel strongly that 
when such cases are determined they should have expert treatment, 
rather than to continue under prison discipline. 
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I conuiiend the officers and employees of the institution for their 
faithful efforts. 

I recommend the following appropriations as necessary for the 
proper maintenance of the pnson property and population for the 
eleven months ending Nov. 30, 1906: officers' salaries, $74,250; 
repairs, $6,413 ; provisions, $32,084 ; bedding and clothing, $6,875 ; 
education, $913; discharged prisoners, $682; fuel and lights, 
$11,550; water, $4,400; contingent, incidental and traveling ex- 
penses, $11,220; total, $148,387. I also recommend $2,000 for 
improvements on houses occupied by officers. 

Being very grateful for your continued encouragement, I am. 



Your obedient servant, 



B. F. BRIDGES, 

Warden. 
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Names of Officers of the State Prison, Date of Appointment, Bank, 
Annual Salary and Amount received during the Tear. 



HAUE. 


Dale of 


Bank. 


Annnal Am 
Salary. Kaa 


rtvJd. 


Bhd(W, B«Dj<imln F., 




Uaroh, 


MB, 


Wardm, . . . 


•4,000 00 t4 


DOOOO 


AlkD.SsUiuD., . 








(fov., 


BM, 


Dapnty warden, . 


S.000 00 3 


000 00 


DarllD(, Edward A„ 








Aog.. 


m. 


Olark. . 


2.000 00 s 


ooooo 


Bamea, John W. F., 








Jan., 


m. 


ChtpltiD,. 




a,ooooQ a 


000 00 


MoUagfaHn.Joaepbl^ 








Jddo. 


m. 


Phyrielao. 




i,wooo I 


too 00 


Or»D<raEb,OndTlllaE 








April. 


M3, 


Englnvir, 




1,600 00 1 


MO 00 


Eniia,OaargeA., . 








Hapl.. 


•«, 




aar.. 


1,000 00 1 


000 00 


DaUwrtdge, P»d W., 








April. 


m. 


BlaMrialaii, 




i,a»o« 1 


MOO 


Fraaar, AlManflar, . 








M«r, 


898, 


Tomkej, . 




1,100 00 1 


nMoo 


TnUer, Joaepb, 








Not., 


ISM, 


" 




1.M0O0 1 


aooDO 


HoDollald, 0«>iga, 








Jnne, 


8J8. 


- 




i,aioM 1 


100 00 


Piper, JameaH.. . 








J"iy, 


BBB. 


■' 




1.M0 00 1 


aoooo 


Aldrioh, CharlM B., 








April, 


S8». 






i.ioooo 1 


loooo 










ADg^ 


8M, 


'■ 




i.aoooo 1 


«M00 


Baajaola, Prank B„ 








May, 


m. 


■■ 




i.moo I 


100 00 


Bnawtll, Warran H., 








J"ly. 


8B3, 


■■ 




i,aiooo 1 


100 00 


C»«i,MHhMlJ, . 








May. 


8I«, 


" 




i,soooo I 


W)OD 


Oaawall, LeTl L., . 








Jnly. 


BBS, 


" 




i,aMoo 1, 


300 00 


Ohellla, Harbart E., 








June, 


88B. 


" 




i,«iooo i 


300 00 


Olarka, William F., 








Dm.. 


KOQ, 






i,soo 00 1 


100 00 


OrockMl, PambrokeS., 








Fab., 


881. 


■• 




i,wooo 1 


100 00 


Darling, Robert L., 








Aog.. 


SM, 






i.xoooo 1 


300 00 


DaT.AradE,. . 








Oat., 


BBS, 


■• 




i.aiooo 1 


300M 


Devnia, Thomaa W,. 








May. 


8M. 


" 




i,awoo 1 


lOOW 


I>aDann,ThiiDa*B, 








Jnna, 


8»3, 


■• 




1,»0 00 1 


too 00 


Doii(laa,Jad...a.,. 








Jnlj, 


m. 


" 




i.aoooo 1 


300 00 


D«ke,FnmkH., . 








AU(., 


KM. 


•■ 




1,200 00 1 


200 00 


DarglD,AnL., . 








Jan., 


IBM, 


■• 




1.300 00 1 


100 00 


Fra«r, Pe«.r a., . 








Aug, 


88S. 


■• 




i,wooo I 


300 00 


Goodwin, Frank W., 








Jiiiy. 


BBS, 


" 




1,100 M 1 


MO 00 


awlnn.J«a>atW., . 








A«g., 


890. 






1,300 00 1 


100 00 


HaneDWay, Uenlck, 








M»y. 


B9B. 


" 




i,a)ooo 1 


100 00 


Howltt,Fr«I.E., . 








Fab., 


900, 






1.300 00 1 


lOOOO 










Aug., 


88», 


" 




i,aoooo I 


loooo 


HnnllDft Harbart W^ 








Not.. 


BM, 


" 




i.awM ] 


300 00 


Hyda, Edwin 0., . 








May. 


BB4, 


*' 




i,aoooo 1 


100 00 
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Names of Officera of the Stale Prison, etc. 


— Concluded. 




RAUE. 


Dan of 


^.. 


ADDOal 

Salary. 


R^lTrf. 


Lrnun, Hiny e., 


May, 1UI, 


Watebman, . 


»!,!(» W 


»i,a»oo 


UoFirliDd, BfliHUI', 








Jan., IBM, 


■' 




l,aWM 


i.soooo 


MwlBj.JoKpbA., 








Jm., 18M, 






1,«)0«0 


1,300 00 


Ou«,JabDH., . 








Jone. IB»3, 


" 




i.aDooa 


1,300 00 


0'Coi.D»ll,Mlch»IC..« 








Jone. 1BT8. 






1,200 00 


1,000 00 


PnglOD.TbODiM, . 








April, 1886, 






i,a>ooo 


1,300 00 


BiMiper, Xugtm B.. 








Mar," IBM, 






1,800 00 


1,300 00 


SlOTrai,BaD]«D<D,. 








Jan., ]8», 






1,100 00 


1,300 00 


Tuft, Frmk W., . 








Not,, 18W, 


" 




].»0 00 


1,300 00 


T.ylor,DwlehtB., 








M»y. 18BB, 


" 




1,300 00 


1,300 00 


Temple, PhUlpH., 








Not., 1897, 


- 




1.800 00 


1,300 00 


TawiiMiid,J<iluiH., 








AoB., 1886, 






1,300 00 


i,aoooo 


Wltb»m. Edmund H., 








April. 18M. 






ijoooo 


1.300 00 


WIlhuD, Wood A., 








Aog., 18H, 


" 




1,S00 00 


1,300 00 


York, VKsll D„ . 








Jan., 1S81, 






1.300 00 


1,300 00 


Rogeri, ObwlM B., 








Dee., ISM, 






J 1.000 oo! 


i,inu 


Tan, Jmm O., 








Sept.. 18». 






n,200 00 ( 
1 1,000 00 ; 


1.018 OT 


Subon, WHIM B. 








April. 1804. 


" 




v-zz\ 


M« tl 


Temple. Ota*rle> 8, 








ICareb, UWS. 






r-SSlS! 


ti.3Mn 


Ball. Reno W., . 








Sot.. leoD, 






1,000 00 


1.000 00 


Baroea, William F . 








April, IMl, 






1,000 00 


1,000 00 


M<.L«od,AI.»aDdarJ, 








April, IflOl, 






1,000 00 


1.000 M 


Steveua, S«f<» C. 








Not., IWW, 






1,000 00 


1,000 00 










M«J, 19M, 


" 




f'iSSI 


816 31 


HIll.EoaaoaO., . 








Uanh, IMS. 


" 




800 00 


80O0O 


LorliiE,Ed«B«lW., 








Am, 19M, 




ISiiSI 


78160 


Downtai, UlDbaelJ., 








Sept., I9M, 


■■ 


1 SSSI 


T66 10 


Wood, Walur L., . 








Aug.. ie04. 


" 


1 SSI 


701 « 












^ 


tn.MS81 



>lai7 from Augaat, 1004. 
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STATE PEI80N. 



IMaiia of Expenditure for State Prison Indmtries during the Tear 
ending Sept. 30, 1905. 



1NDDSTRIB8. 


M^terUli. 


SnUrtu. 


TooliMid 
implMnmu. 


ToUll. 


Box, . 






#4,490 05 


11,468 42 


(29 95 


15.988 42 


Brash, . 






8.387 74 


2,336 88 


44 95 


10.669 67 


Cloth and clothing. 






32.946 23 


8,273 70 


616 18 


36.736 11 


Hand-made shoo. 






19,810 35 


3.005 29 


278 67 


21,694 21 


Harnefls, . 






15.940 11 


2,927 67 


55 87 


18.923 65 


Hosiery, . 






3.403 38 


1,234 19 


164 41 


4.801 98 


Shoe, 






333,430 83 


10,073 81 


3,381 81 


335.876 44 


Trunk, . 






6.438 76 


1,334 31 


47 31 


7(810 17 


Totals, 


f313,227 33 


f24,654 17 


(4,519 06 


1342,400 56 



Details of Inventory of Stoch Otl S<M/nA for State Prison Industries 
Sept. 30, 190S. 



.»™™™. 


NaUrlali. 


TooliMd 


ToUll. 


Box 


(994 85 


(275 00 


(1,269 86 


Brush 


4,957 87 


300 00 


6,257 87 


Cloth and clothing 


20.876 00 


3.427 16 


23,803 16 


Uaod-made ihoe 


6,582 69 


1,358 41 


7,941 10 






789 19 
1.506 99 
7,064 28 

219 00 




Hosiery 


3,755 78 


4,261 77 


Shoe 


37,945 72 


'36,000 00 














Totals 


(78,636 81 


(14.929 03 


(93JS64 34 



' The exact iDveutoiy ol tha shoe industry, after dednctin^ the nsnal 10 pei cent, tor 
depreciation in the valne ol the tools and implements, was (36,697.43. A special dlsconnt 
ot |6fll.43 was then made on the whole valnation. 
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StatisHes of Prisoners. 



Number of prisoners Oct. 1, 1904, 872 

Received noder warrants from the courts during the year ending Sept. 

30, 1906, 176 

Returned by order of I'rison ConaraissioDers (revocation of permit), . 4 

Returned by revocation of executive permit, 1 

Returned from State Asylum for Inaaae Criminals, .... 2 

182 

Whole number in the year, 1,054 

Discharged between Oct. 1, 190 1, and Sept. 30, 1905: — 
By expiration of shortened sentence (chapter 325, section 113, Revised 

Laws), 2 

By expiration of shortened sentence. United States Statutes, . . . S 

By expiration of minimum sentence, 144 

Died. 5 

Pardoned, 15 

Released by permit (habitual criminals, chapter 225, section 116, Revised 

I.-aws), 4 

Released by parole (chapter 225, section 114, Kevised Laws), . . 10 

Removed to State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 27 

Removed to Massachusetts Reformatory, 2 



Number 
Largest number 



g Sept. 30, 1905, . 
any time during the year, , 



Smallest number at any time during the yea 
Average daily number durinj,' the year, . 



October. 1904, 
November, 1904, 
December. 1904, 
January, 1906, 
February, 1905, 
March, 1905, . 



Daily Average for Each Month. 

. 866 April, 1906, 

. 863 May, 1905, 

. 857 June, 1905, 

. 85.^ July, 1905, 

. 667 August, 1905,- 

, 866 September, 190S, 
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Sentences of Prtaoners received Last Tear. 



For a to 


3 


years, ... 1 


For 6 to 10 


years, , 


2 


Si to 


34 


years 








6 


7 to 8 


years 






S 


Si to 


i 


years 








6 


7 to 9 


years 






1 


Sjto 


44 years 








1 


7 to 10 


years 






7 


3 to 


34 


years 








1 


74 to 10 


years 






1 


3 to 


4 


years 








13 


8 to 10 


years 






4 


3 to 


44 


years 








1 


8 to 12 


years 






1 


3 to 


5 


years 








37 


9 toll 


years 






1 


3 to 


6 


years 








3 


10 to IS 


years 






3 


34 to 


44 


years 








1 


10 to 16 


years 






2 


34 to 


6 


years 








4 


IS to 15 


years 






1 


34 to 


6 


years 








1 


12 to 17 


years 






1 


4 to 


6 


years 








9 


16 to 20 


years 






3 


4 to 


6 


years 








9 


20 to 26 


years 






1 


4 to 


7 


years 








10 


25 to 28 


years 






1 


4 to 
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Crimes and Former CoTnm.itm.ent8 of Prisoners received in the 
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Crimes and Former Commitments of Prisojiers, etc. — Concluded. 
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Of 843 prisoners now in prison, 129 are recommiliDeDts, viz. : — 
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STATE PRISON. 



PHYSICIAN'S EBPOBT. 



To the Board of Prison Commiitiotter* i 
The following report of the medical department is respectfially 



Patients admitted to the hospital during the year, 83 

Days' residence in hospital 4,817 

Out-patients (total daily applicants) S,206 

Men excused from labor for a day, 1,643 

Patients in hospital Sept. 30, 1905 .13 



12924, G W , Dec. 14, 1904, Arterio-solerosis. Chronic nephritis. 

12983, F M C, May 8, 1906, Heart disease. 

10484, E F K , June 27, 1905, An^na pectoris. 

9732, N J P , July 3, 1905, Pulmonary tuberculosis. 

12704, T F , July 28, 1905, Hemiplegia. Acute pneumonia. 

HospTFAL Cases. 



Angina pectoris, . 
Bronchitis, chronic, 
Catarrh, chronic gastric, 
Catarrh, gastro-inteatinal. 
Colitis, mucous, . 
Debility, 

Grip 

Heart diseaae. 
Hemiplegia, . 
Hemoptysis, . 
Insanity, 
Insanity, delusional. 

Malingerer, . 



Monomania, . 
Morphinism, . 
Nephritis, chronic. 
Neurasthenia, 
Observation, , 
Pleurisy, heart disease. 
Pleurisy, with effusion. 
Pneumonia, acute. 
Rheumatism, acute. 
Spinal sclerosis, . 
Syphilis, 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary, 
Typhoid fever. 
Ulcer, gastric. 
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Hospital Casta — Concluded. 



Abacess, tubercular, 
Circumcisioa, 
Cystitis,. 

Erysipelas, facial, . 
Fracture, metacarpal, . 
Fracture, tibia and fibula, 
Hemorrhoids, 
Keratitis phlyctennlar, . 



Lymphangitis, 
Oateo-myelitia (tubereular) 
Perioeal section, , 
Teeth extracted (ether), 
Tonsi litis. 
Ulcer, leg, , 
Wounds, incised, , 
Wounds, multiple. 



There were five deaths, of which two occurred suddenly from 
heart disease outside of the hospital. At the suggestion of the 
Prison Oominissioners a searching examination was made by Drs. 
H. R. Stedman, I. H. Hazelton and myself into the mental status 
of the prison population , and as a result twenty-seven of the prison- 
ers were transferred to the asylum for criminal insane at Bridge- 
water. A number of these cases were suspected as being mentally 
unsound at the time of their commitment, which more extended 
observation confirmed. Two who were sent to the asylum in former 
years were returned as having recovered. Seven cases of typhoid 
fever occurring in different parts of the prison, but whose source 
could not definitely be determined, were promptly admitted to the 
hospital for isolation and treatment. 

Yours respectfully, 

JOSEPH I. Mclaughlin, 

Prison Phj/sidan. 
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CHAPLAIN'S EBPOET. 



To Ihe Board of Prison Commissioners : 

The State PriBon was first opened and occupied in November, 
1805, a pile of granite and iron. Alterations and additions have 
followed, until its original appearance is almost wholly lost. Re- 
cently a gentleman interested in prisons, making a tour of it, 
remarked that "The growth of the prison idea for a century is 
expressed here in this establishment." 

At first the punitive idea alone was maintained. Successive 
changes, however, standing as degrees of expression in its history, 
finally bring out the idea of recovery and reformation. Eepression 
and hardship are displaced by helpful opportunity and encourage- 
ment, and from being simply a convict, the prisoner is now a man 
in whom may be aroused or restored the mind that will outgrow 
all the evil that haa made him a prisoner. 

The experiences of our prison history have developed a regime 
which, though severely handicapped by conditions of the institu- 
tion, stands for the recovery and readjustment of the prisoner to 
acceptable citizenship. Discipline, instruction, secular and reli- 
gious, with exemplary illustrations, are presented and relied upon 
for the achievement of this end in the prisoner's history. This is 
the prize set for each inmate of the prison, which he is encouraged 
to work for with tools and books until he wins. 

The services in the chapel all occur in the forenoon of each 
Sunday, as follows : mass, 8,30 ; Sunday-school, 9.30 ; general 
service, 10.30. Rev. A. D. Malley has conducted the Catholic ser- 
vices, and attended to calls for liis care in all fidelity, and in a 
spirit worthy of his cause, in favor of the best order of life and 
conduct for the prison and the prisoner's manhood. With the 
exception of the Sunday-school, the chapel services have been so 
attended as sometimes to tax to its limit the capacity of the chapel. 

The general service has been greatly aided by members of the 
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Asbmau fomily, Rev. D. H. Tribou, chaplain, U. S. N., lira. M. 
B. Booth, Rev. S. Stanley Searing, N. E. Reed, Esqr., Mias F. B. 
Adams, evangelist, who has also assisted in the Saturday afternoon 
prayer meetings, Mrs. Blanche B. Radolifle and Miss Josephine R. 
Upham, who has been the prison pianist for the year. Hon, B. C. 
Clark has been an efficient worker in benevolent lines in the prison 
in behalf of all good-will and well-doing. 

The prayer meeting has been held, as formerly, in the school- 
room on Satorday afternoons, during the hour of liberty in the 
yard. It has been a source of encouragement and help to better 
living, and a saving hope to men who have sought it. 

Rev. S, Stanley Searing has statedly visited the prison ea<:h 
month, to minister to those of his faith, who have now become a 
company of nearly forty, whose devotion to instruction and the 
truth he has given them makes an impression in the prison of no 
mean value in favor of right, purity and obedience to the Master 
who calls them. 

The presence of thoughtful, godly people as visitors to men in 
the prison is a blessing in the interest of peace and good-will. So 
also is the presence and message of true friendship. 

The Scriptures, as a whole or in parts, are furnished in twenty 
languages, and to all who desire them. If books of proper char- 
acter in the foreign tongues could also be had, much unrest and 
feverish suffering might be avoided. The Moody Institute supplies 
books in the Scandinavian dialects, and also all we call for in 
English which they publish. 

The Hebrews in the prison have enjoyed the presence and min- 
istry of their own rabbis and teachers in the festival services of the 
seasons of Passover and New Year, Much care has been taken to 
secure for them books in Yiddish that they can read. 

The prison orchestra has continued to be the hope and depend- 
ence of the song service of the chapel. With their assistance, our 
hymns are a ministry of satisfaction and comfort, where without 
the orchestra they would be lost. 

The " Mentor," now in its sixth year, is still supphed to all 
readers in the prison each month. Of quarto size, from 40 to 60 
pages, as occasion requires, it is still produced on the mimeograph, 
and holds its place in the thought of the prison, to quicken, invigo- 
rate and give method to habits of reading and study. The one who 
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from the first has dooe all the stylus work for the paper suddeoly 
died in the office a few months since, — a shock and surprisei to the 
prison. A comparatively newly arrived prisoner was given the 
stylus, and the paper, without interruption of appearance or use- 
fulness, has made its regular appearance. It is still the product of 
prisoners alone, both as to matter and it^ production. 

The Teachers' Association includes all teachers of either school 
and editoi-s of the ' ' Mentor." It is allowed an hour and a half each 
Wednesday afternoon to hold a meeting, under parliamentary rules, 
for self-improvement in discussion, reading essays and other pre- 
pared papers and articles of interest to them as teachers, in the 
prison schools or otherwise. They are furnished the reading of 
many of the best magazines and papers which can be supplied. 
These are passed also to students and friends of the school life ia 
the prison, and it may be to the binder for further use through 
the library. The presence of this body in the prison, with its work 
and example, is a constant stimulus to the more profitable use of 
time and labor in favor of absolute gain in resources for a desirable 
future. 

The school for beginners meets four afternoons each week for 
one hour, in the interest of those who cannot read or write. The 
results accomplished are surprising in the fitting of illiterate men 
for life's duties. As soon as a member of the school is able to read 
a newspaper, write, spell and cipher in elementary arithmetic, he 
must give place to one who cannot ; for men are waiting for the 
possible places, as there is not room for all at onoe. The school 
contains about 40 scholars and 9 teachers. Its graduates may 
join the school of correspondence as they become sufficiently abl6 
in writing. 

It can still be said that the graduates of this school do not return 
to prison for a second t«rm. It can also be said of some of them 
that before coming to prison they were owners of houses, stores, 
lands and business, and still could not read or write. 

The correspondence school has nearly 140 scholars and 29 
teachers, who have from 1 to 23 scholars in their several classes, 
in twelve lines of studies. 

Several students work independently of either school, and in 
some instances have the kindly help of practical men oi their fellow 
prisoners, who are allowed occasions for such work. 
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Study is wholly voluntary, but if it ia taken up with a will, all 
the ways of help are open to the student. As a rule, study is held 
to be an advantage, both for the present and the future, and it is 
true in nearly every case that life begins to have new resources 
when it is taken up, whatever department it may be in, and to do 
something well is the beginning of new hope. If work in the shop 
allows it, something to read or to study is taken along. 

Each prisoner obeying all the rules may write one letter each 
month, and on each third month two, or sixteen each year. The 
number written for the year has been 8,397. Such men can re- 
ceive all mail of proper character sent to them ; letters so received 
have numbered 19,919. 

As gifts from publishers, we get 75 copies of the " Youth's Com- 
panion," and the prison pays for the same number, and thereby 
gives us 150 copies of a delightfully profitable weekly paper. 
Through Mrs. M, B. Booth we receive 100 copies weekly of the 
■" Volunteers' Gazette," a deservedly popular paper in the prison. 
The prison purchases 50 copies weekly of "Sabbath Reading," a 
truly good and unsectarian paper, acceptable and useful. The 
"Life Boat" and the "War Cry" also come as gifts from the 
publishers, much to the satisfaction of readers. The " Parish 
Visitor," 25 copies monthly, the "^Christian Advocate," 10 copies 
weekly, the " Zion'a Herald," 10 copies wceklj', the "Union 
Signal," 10 copies weekly, "Dumb Animals," 10 copies monthly, 
*' Mariners' Advocate," 10 copies, are also gifts &om the publishers, 
and are all eagerly sought. Occasional gifts of " Christian Herald " 
are received, as also 10 copies weekly from a friend. These, as all 
other stated publications coming to the use of the prison, are 
greatly enjoyed, and serve as supplementary to the library to meet 
the constant call of the prisoners. 

From various persons, clubs and societies large lots of excellent 
reading are also derived. Gifts and subscriptions to secular news- 
papers, weekly, amount to 492, and to magazine and monthly 
publications, about 500 per month. 

After being well read in the prison, copies of " Youth's Compan- 
ion," "Volunteers' Gazette" and the "Parish Visitor" have been 
sent to other institutions, as follows : Lyman School for Boys, 
2,350 copies; State Industriai School for Girls, 1,180; Reformatory 
Prison for Women, 2,350 ; House of Reformation, Rainsford 
Island, 3,446; House of Correction, New Bedford, 766. 
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The libiury has been a lively centre of interest to the mental 
existence of the prisoners, although quite disappointing at times 
because of the lack of new books and catalogues. The main library 
contains 7,866 volumes, and the annex 697, making a total ot 8,563 
books in use. The total issues have been 33,254, or nearly forty 
volumes to each reader. The average number of inmates for the 
year has been 852. School and text books are not included in 
these figures. The issues of books may be classified as follows: 
fiction, 7,218; travels and adventure, 5,018; bound periodicals 
or magazines, 4,190; history, 2,865; biography, 3,090; general 
litemture, 2,510; classic and scientific, 1,495; religious, 1,073. 
Volumes lost numbered 12; added, 65; bound, 459; covered, 
1,108, Books in foreign languages, teaching plainly the common 
duties of American citizens, might ke^p many safe &om prison, or 
getting into the courts even. 

The hospital has proved a refuge for many, and a happy recovery 
from many painful or distressing experiences, while death has 
claimed a few. 

To bring in what of light or cheer has been possible. Miss 
Upham, the prison pianist, has secured the presence of nearly all 
the singers and instrumentalists who have been in the chapel for 
the hospital also, and all have gladly given songs and music to 
"the shut-ins," who have greatly appreciated being remembered, 
and the messages in music brought to them. 

The removal of so many of the insane or mentally unsound from 
our community the past year has been a most gratifying relief. 
The prison seems, considering its other inmates, tlie specially un- 
fortunate home for that class of men. 

The officers, and the instructors so closely associated with them 
in the daily care of the prisoners, carry the welfare of the prison 
community so largely in their hands that it is impossible to forget 
the vitality of their influence, or to fail in sympathy for them under 
the heavy responsibilities they bear. Nor can it be forgotten that, 
in proportion to their belief in the possibility of recovery or recon- 
struction for the men in their care, vital opportunities for doing 
them some good will occur, helping to lift the daily burden here, 
and to fill our atmosphere with a determination to do well, rather 
than indifferently', and the compensations of high purpose will 
ennoble the daily duty. They are the wall of defence for all of 
good that can be planned for the prison. 

Digmzefl by Google 



20 PRISON COMMISSIONERS' EEPOBT. [Oct. 

The eight holidays of the year are made noticeable, not only by 
fi-eedom of the yard in the forenoon, but also on those occurring in 
the winter months by entertainments in the chapel, which are often 
sources of great pleasure. 

All moneys at the disposal of prisoners can be spent for the 
pmtshase of such items of personal comfort and advantage as are 
allowed, and the subscriptions to papers and magazines as per- 
mitted, or the purchase of books, all of which ways are tried to the 
great satisfaction of wise choice makers. Some of the best moral 
estimates of personal conduct and life have been made on the 
reception of friendly remembrances. 

In proportion as the human ennobling things, good friendship 
possess the lives of men in prison, the chaplain and officers of the 
prison have opportunity to. do them good in the highest moral 
sense ; but when they are burdened with annoyances and suffering, 
especially if needless, they are to the degree of that misery im- 
pervious to moral and purifying reflections. It is a joyful thing to 
notice the trend of prison life here in that respect. 

In a spirit of thankfulness to all concerned in the work of the 
chaplain, or who have in any way assisted good life in the prison, 
this report is gratefully submitted. 

JOHN W. F. BARNES, 

Chaplain. 
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Massachusetts Reformatory. 

Concord (post-office address, Concord Jonction, Mass.)- 



SUPEEINTENDENT'S REPOET. 



CONCOBD, Oct. 2, 1905. 

To the Board of Prison Ootnmissionera ; 

The twenty-first annual report of the Massachusetts Reformatory 
for the year ending Sept. 30, 1905, is herewith respectfully sub- 
mitted. 

In the accompanying statistical tables may be found in analyzed 
and itemized forms an account of the finances and movement of the 
population of the reformatory for the institution year, from Oct. 1 , 

1904, to Sept. 30, 1905. 

The appropriation for the maintenance of the reformatory for the 
calendar year of 1905 was $216,300, of which 1163,534.45 have 
been expended. At the time of the last report, t50,&23.89 re- 
mained unexpended from the appropriation for 1904, of which the 
expenditures for the balance of that year were $50,451.88, so that 
the total amount used for the reformatory maintenance during the 
institution year ending Sept. 30, 1905, was |213,986.33. De- 
ducting from this gross sum the amount received from rents and 
sales, $6,079.25, and profits as shown by the statement of in- 
dustries, $15,099.82, the net cost of the refonnatory for the insti- 
tution year has been $192,807.26. Of the amount appropriated for 

1905, $52,765.55 remains unexpended for completing the financial 
year, which it is expected will be sufficient. 

The average popula.tion of the reformatory for the year was 898, 
making the gross individual daily cost $0,653 and the net individ- 
ual daily cost $0,588. 

Of the special appropriation provided for by chapter 72, Resolves 
of 1904, for furnishing new boilers and new roof on boiler house. 
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there remained unexpended on Oct. 1, 1904, $11,635.24. This 
balance has been nearly expended in the year under review, the 
new boilers installed and the work completed. 

Chapter 45 of the Resolves of 1905 provided a special appropria- 
tion of $6,000 for painting and repairing, of which $2,550.40 have 
thus far been expended, and the work is still under way. 

In conformity with the provisions of chapter 211 of the Acts of 
1905, an estimate of the expenditures for the maintenance of the 
reformatory is submitted for the eleven months from Jan. 1, 1906, 
to Nov. 30, 1906, instead of a full calendar year, as follows : — 

Salaries and wages ; — 

OfiScers $76,460 00 

Instructors, teachers and other employees, . . 33,833 W 

(100,283 00 

Current expenses : — 

Food, 135,658 00 

Clothing and clothing material 14,667 00 

Heat, light and power, 17,417 00 

Repairs and improvements, 9,167 00 

Furnishings 3,208 00 

Farm, stable and grounds 3,667 00 

Miscellaneous : — 

Stationery and office supplies, 458 00 

Water 3,208 00 

Medical supplies, 458 00 

Trade and evening schools, S,667 00 

Incidental, contingent and travelling expenses, . 7,79S 00 

99,367 00 

Total, (199.650 00 

The total commitments to the reformatory since its establishment 
have been 14,878. Of these, 13,178 were sentenced directly from 
the courts, while 982 were removed here from other institutions by 
order of the Prison Commissioners and 669 were returned for viola- 
tion of permit. The number received from all other sources is 49. 

The releases during the same period have been 14,026, Of these, 
12,277 have been released upon permits by the Prison Commission, 
1,059 upon expiration of sentences, 316 have been transferred to 
other institutions and 374 have been released by pardon, escape, 
death, etc. 

The number of prisoners committed by the courts during the 
present year was 550 ; 23 have been returned by order of the 
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Priaon Oommissioaers (revocation of permit), while also, by order 
of the Priaon Commissioners, there have been removed here : 2 
from the State Prison ; 18 from the State Farm ; 21 from jails and 
houses of con-eotion ; 22 from the Lyman School for Boys ; 1 from 
the House of Reformation. One has been returned from the State 
Asylum for Insane Criminals and 1 has been returned from escape. 

The total number released during the year was 741. Of these, 
there were released upon permits issued by the Prison Commis- 
sioners, &'61 ; upon expiration of sentence, 69 ; by removal to other 
prisons, 21 ; by executive pardon, 11 ; by writ of habeas corpus, 1 ; 
by escape, 1 ; by death, 7. 

During the year the inmates have been constantly employed 
upon instructive and productive work, and good order and dis- 
cipline have been mainteined. The classes of the evening school 
of letters and the day school of trades teaching have furnished op- 
portunities to those confined here to progress in those directions 
which tend to make them self-supporting citizens in the outside 
world. 

Their religious wel&re has been earnestly cared for by the chap- 
lain of the reformatory, Rev. William J. Batt, and by Eev. Morti- 
mer E. Twomey, rector of St. Bernard's parish of Concord, and his 
curates, to all of whom belong the appreciation and thanks of the 
administration for their constant and zealous endeavors in behalf of 
the reformatory population. 

Recommendations. 
I respectfully recommend that a special appropriation be asked of 
the Legislature to provide additional means for the disposal of the 
reformatory sewage. The tract of land which has been of use as 
a place of disposal is limited in area, and in the twenty-five years 
of its use has become saturated with sewage matter, making it at 
times, especially during the hot weather, quite offensive, not only 
in the institution, but in the dwelling-houses near by. There is no 
mechanical difficulty in pumping this sewage to the " upper farm," 
so called, which is distant from habitation and where it would be of 
great value, not only for irrigation, but for the fertilization of dry 
and now unproductive land which could thereby b6 made fertile and 
prodactive. I estimate the cost of gates and mechanical fixtures for 
carrying out this plan at $5,500. 
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I also recommend that an appropriation be asked for installing 
electrical fixtures in the reformatory houses. There are thirty-two 
tenements, and I estimate the cost of putting in the fixtures at about 
175 per tenement. The light itself would not be supplied by the 
reformatory plant but by the town plant, and at the expense of 
the tenant using the current. My recommendation is simply for 
the installation of the fixtures. 

I estimate the cost of this work, with external connections, at 
$2,500. 

The superintendent desires to coidially convey to the deputy 
superintendent and all the officers and employees connected with 
the reformatory his thanks for their constant co-operation with him 
in the work of the year just past. 

To the chairman and other members of the Prison Conomission, 
for their kindly consideration, support and attentive interest in the 
reformatory, I desire to express my thanks and acknowledgment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES S. HART, 

Superintendent. 
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Names of Officers of the Massachusetts Reformatory, Date of Appoint- 
ment, Bank, Annual Salary and Amount received during the Tear. 



Peter H.BdUocI 



George F. Kdo 



CharlM T. Judge, . 
JafaD V. Chapman, . 
Fruklln E. Emary. 
Waller A.Writhl, , 



XlllaJ. B. Utiler, . 
WilllsiD A.Cnrlef, 
Palrlcti Prendergaai, 
Robeit He9, . 
John P. AlleD, . 



OorDelloa X. O'Cod: 



Adkiii M. Hlj, 



ChaplalD, 

FhyllOllD, 



] 'mo 00 I 
1 "aooooi 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 



E^endUure Jor Maintenance, 



DEPARTMEMT3. 



Salariea and wages, 

Food 

Clothing and clotbiDg material . . . 

FumishiDga, 

Heat, light and power 

Repairs and iniproTeiuents, 

Farm, stable and grounds, 

Miacellaneous : — 

Stiitionery and office supplies, $1,153 26 

Water, 3^18 56 

Medical supplies 646 23 

Trade and evening achoola 1,274 24 

[ncideatal, contingent and travelling expenses, . 9,605 55 



f 107,201 69 
35,928 72 
16,fi97 21 
2,678 90 
19,666 88 
9,295 36 
6,321 79 





Farm 


Account. 




To inventory, Oct. 1, 1904, 


132,693 09 


B J Inventory, Sept. 30, 1906, 


132,119 24 


hav and grain, 




milk raised, . 




tools, .... 


147 67 


produce raised, 


2,195 67 


veterinary services and 




pork raised, . 


1,676 83 


labor 


177 00 






blacksmitbing, . 


278 40 






paid for cattle. 


418 00 






seeds and fertilizers, . 


1,596 88 






harness repairs, . 


136 76 






carriages, wagons and 










96 41 






balance,. 


2,086 20 


Total 




Total,. 


f41,100 08 


141,100 08 
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PRISON COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



[Oct. 



Details of Expenditure for Massachusetts Reformaiory Induatries 
during the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 



.™.BT«,.. 


M.«^.. 


8.UHe.. 


Tool! and 


TolUl. 


Cloth 


(43,863 87 


19^089 66 


16,930 93 


«57,8S2 »6 


Printing, ..... 


60 38 


- 


- 


60 28 


Shoe, 


149,767 04 


14,029 98 


1,167 02 


164,964 04 


SuDdriea, ..... 


5,439 03 


1,200 00 


457 59 


7,096 62 


Wood chair 


29,708 58 


8,887 18 


- 


38,595 76 


Totals, .... 


1227,837 26 


128,156 82 


f7,565 54 


f263,549 61 



Details of Inventory of Stock Otl So/nd for Industries of Massa- 
chusetts Reformatory Sept. 30, 1905. 



INDUSTBIES. 


MiUrlaU. 


Tooli und 


TnUla. 


Cloth 


f 60,076 88 


912,594 48 


172,671 36 


Printing 


- 


174 47 


174 47 


Rattan chair, 




1.176 86 


1.175 35 


Shoe 


21,043 27 


3386 34 
2,631 00 


24,428 61 


Sandriea 


9,080 77 


11,711 77 


Wood chair, 


433 S5 


- 


438 25 


Totals 


(90,634 17 


»19,»60 64 


(110,594 81 
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MASSACHUSETTS REFORMATORY. 



Statistics of PrUoners. 



Number of prisoners Oct. 1, 1904 954 

Received under warrants from the courts during the year ending Sept 

30, 1906 560 

Returned bj order of Prison Commissioners (revocation of permit), 33 

Removed from State Prison 2 

Removed from State Farm, 18 

Removed from jails and houses of correction, 21 

Removed from House of Reformation 1 

Removed from Lyman School for Boys, 22 

Relumed from State Asylum for Insane Criminals, .... 1 
Returned from escape, 1 

639 

Whole number in the year 1,593 

Discharged between Oct, 1, 1904. and Sept, 30. 1906 : — 

By expiration of sentence, 69 

By permit 631 

Removed to State Farm 1 

Removed to houses of correction 10 

Removed to State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 8 

Removed to State Hospital, 2 

Died 7 

Pardoned 11 

Escaped, 1 

Habeas corpus . 1 

741 

Number remaining Sept. 30, 1905 862 

Average daily number during the year, 898 



Daily Average for Each Month. 



October. 1904, . 


. 943 


April, 1905, . 


. 903 


November. 1904, . 


. 943 


May. 1905, . 


, 878 


December. 1904, . 


. 933 


June, 1906, . 


. . 888 


January, 1905, 


. 924 


July. 1905, . 


. . 872 


February, 1905, . 




August, 1905, 













Sentences of Pi-iaonera coinmitted in Ike Year ending Sept. 30, 1905. 



RemAinder of sentence (returned by Prison Commissioners, revocation of 

permit) 23 

Indeterminate sentence, limited to two years, 167 

Indeterminate sentence, limited to live years, 997 

Definite sentence (transfers and definite sentences by courts), ... 39 
Minority (transferred from Lyman School for Boys and House of Reforma- 
tion) 23 

Total ~689 
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Cvimes and Ages of Prisoners sentenced to the Massackusetta Reforma- 
tory in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 



0B1IIE8. 
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J.-AgalmttMPtnim. 

A..aSil tS rX'. '.'.'.'.'. 
Aiaaolt and battery 


\ 




1 




\ 


> 


\ 






'z 














■i 


i 




\ 

: 

28 


1 
12 


1 
» 

: 

1 


« 

10 

2 




> 




i 


I 
11 




Breaking and entering, and allempi, 

BraahloiE and untarins and laraeny, 
BreaHlnK and entering and larceny In 

Burning a blilldl'ng, '.'.'.'.'. 
Common aod notorloui tUef. . . . 

CutlInK mail bag 

CeCacIng a bulldtng 

Detraudlnu boardlng-honae keeper, 

f:SS=i,- : : : ; ■ 

Larceny from the peraon, 

lI™SJ loTbuiidiM,'^' ; : '. '. 

BecelYlDgatolentooSa 

BteallnxletterarromU. B. mall, . 
Wilfully drawing water from mill pond, 




87 

3 

1 

va 

8 


Total 

B.ginl.T*'^.'" "■ ; : ; : 
SKIS' -": : : : : 
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28 
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IT 
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Totala, 
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84 78 


«8 


40 


« 


88 


24 
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21 


48 
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MASSACHUSETTS REFORMATOKY. 



PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 



Concord, Sept. 30, 1905. 
To Ike Board of Prixm CommiiSionera ; 

I herewith respectfully present the tweoty-first annual report of 

the medical department of the Massachusetts Reformatory : — 

Nnmber of patients admitted to hospital during year 646 

Whole number oE days' residence in hospital 10,640 

Average residence of each patieot, 16 days 

Number of patients removed to State Asylum for Insane Criminals, . 8 

Number of patients removed to State Hospital at Tewksbury, 2 

Applications for treatment in daily line, 9,163 

Daily average applications 25 

Deaths. 

13037, F K , Nov. U, 1904, General tuberculosis. 

13368, T E C , Dec. 24, 1904, Hanging. 

11456, D K , Jan. 14, 1905, Acute tuberculosis. 

18846, F J O , Mar. 26, 1905, Acute alcoholism. 

13351, G O , May 1, 1905, Valvular heart disease and pulmonary tuber- 
culosis. 

13274, G H , May 16, 1905, Pulmonary tuberculosis. 

13863, A B , June 12, 1905, Septicsamia. 



Hospital Cases. 



Alcoholism, . 
Asthma, 
Bronchitis. 
Cephalalgia, . 
Colds, . 
Colic, . 
Constipation, . 
Debility, 
Diarrhoea, 



Diphtheria 2 

Ephemeral fever 7 

Epilepsy, 4 

Heart, diseases of, ... 3 

Indigestion, 7 

Influenza, 44 

Insane, 8 

Malaria, 7 

Malingerer 8 



PRISON COMMISSIONEBS' EEPOKT. 
Hospital Cases— Concluded. 



[Oct. 



Medical — 






Morphiae babit 


1 


Quinsy 


9 


NepbritiB 


3 


Rbeuniatism, . 


. 12 


Neuralgia of various regions. 


11 


Syncope, .... 


4 


Neuritis, multiple. 


1 


Syphilis 


16 


Observation, 


10 


Tonsillitis 


. 171 


Pleurisy, dry 


1 


Tuberculosis, pulmonary, - 


6 


Pleurisy, witb purulent effusion, . 


1 


Miscellaneous, 


16 



of various regions, 
Amputation of finger, 
Appendtcitis, 
Burns, . 
Carbuncles, . 
Cervical adenitis. 
Circumcision, 
Contusions, . 
Dislocation of elbow and finger, 
Ear, diseases of. 
Erysipelas, . 
Eye, diseases of, 
Fracturea of various regions. 



Furuncles, 

Hemorrhoids, 

Hernia, . 

Reteution of urine. 

Scabies, . 

Skin diseases. 

Sprains of vailous regions, 

Synovitis of knee, . 

Ulcer of leg, . 

Vaccination, . 

Wounds of various regions, 

Miscellaneous, . 



Rflspectfally, 



THEODORE CHAMBERUN, M.D., 

PhyHcian, 
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REFORMATORY PRISON FOR WOMEN. 

Sherborn (poBt-office address. Soctb Fbahinghau, Mass.). 



SUPERINTENDENT'S REPOKT. 



SBEOBOBH, Oct. 2, 190S, 

To the Board of Prison Cominissionera : 

I have the honor to submit the twenty-eighth annual report of 
the Reformatory Prison for Women. 

The order and discipline of the prison, as heretofore, bare been 
kept at a high mark during the past year. 

There seems little to report to your honorable Board, who, from 
your frequent visits, are quite familiar with the work as a whole, 
and with what we are trying to accomplish for the women who are 
sent us for safe keeping, for protection from themselves and of 
society at large. 

The minds of many of the women who are now being committed 
to the prison are in a very weak condition, bordering on insanity, 
so nearly so that in several instances recently, almost immediately 
after commitment, it became necessary to call on the State expert 
on insanity for advice. Each one of the several cases reported and 
examined was promptly recommended for removal to a proper 
asylum for special treatment. 

With the shortened time that comes with the indeterminate sen- 
tence, one serious problem which has confronted us for years has 
solved itself, — the nursery is closed, and has been for several 
weeks. One by one a mother and her baby have gone home, and 
rarely is a mother with her baby sent in ; to-day we have only two 
babies, and one of these will be taken home in a few days. Inno- 
cent children should never have forced upon them the terrible bur- 
den to carry through life, — their babyhood begun and spent in 
prison. 
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I recommeDd the following appropriations for the maintenance of 
the institution for the eleven months ending Nov. 30, 1906 : — 

Salaries 122,900 00 

Sabaiatence 16,000 00 

ClothiDg and bedding, t,4O0 00 

Famiture and furnishings, ...... 1,400 00 

Hospital cases 450 00 

Books and printing, 276 00 

Fuel, fi,600 00 

Lights 125 00 

Engineer's department, 1,400 00 

Laundry 450 00 

General repairs 1,800 00 

Agriculture 4,600 00 

Stable and bams 4,600 00 

Miscellaneous 1,400 00 

29,400 00 

Total, 153,300 00 

It has been a long time since any general repairs have been made 
on the institution or the buildings on the grounds. The tenement 
houses need to be newly shingled, not later than the coming spring. 
The soap house needs a general renewing with brick walls and 
cement floor. The windows throughout the building are very 
loose, and thereby a great loss of heat is sustained ; wood work 
inside needs painting. I respectfally ask for (5,000 to meet the 
expense of the needed repairs. 

The health of the women has been so carefully watched by the 
physician that we have had but little sickness of a serious nature ; 
but this does not in any particular lessen the importance of an up- 
to-date small hospital building. In the event of a new building, 
we would be able to use our present hospital wing solely for the 
many abnormal cases we have sent us, — old and infirm women, the 
chronic cases that require the attention of a nurse day and night 
and who can never enter into the regular routine of prison disci- 
pline, and also the increasing class of degenerates. 

The sanitary condition of the prison has never been better than 
the past year ; cleanliness and watchful care are apparent in every 
department, reflecting credit in every instance upon the officer in 
charge, which is always appreciated in the same spirit with which 
it is given. 
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The good work done oo the fann shows in the abundaot yield of 
all kinds of products and fruits ; had not the same disease attacked 
our potatoes as is in evidence east and west alike, we would have 
been obliged to use every available space to store our crop. We 
need more commodious quarters for our increasing stock. From 
this source we receive material aid in the maintenance of our large 
family. This has been previously noted. 

The work indoors as well as outside has been well conducted and 
cheerfully performed, almost without a complaint. 

The hospital garden has supplemented the physician's efforts to 
renew health and awaken new life, and, in consequeuce, we hope 
new resolves for future lifework will come to every heart, 
watching the sure progress of nature. The moral, educational and 
religious instructions are carefully and untiringly watched and 
stimulated, and encouragement given daily without ceasing. 

The books, papers and magazines which are so generously con- 
tributed by friends from time to time are always thankfully re- 
ceived and eagerly read by the women. The package of " Youth's 
Companion " papers, sent regularly by Waivien Bridges, is read 
and passed on till only fragments remain. 

Our friends, at home and from abroad, who have visited us during 
the year, have left with us words of wisdom, and given instructive 
entertainment which will long be remembered, and we pray may 
be stepping-stones to a brighter and better life. ' I cordially invite 
and will welcome a continuance of these helpful visits. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRAXCES A. MORTON, 

Superintendent. 
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Names of Officers of the Beformatory Priton for Women, Date of 
Appointment, Sank, Annual Salary and Amount received during the 
Tear. 



A<U L. Bmtihalor,* 



Sitalla Badtncion, 
AllseJ. Hsjai, . 
JSHla B. Kluanlioii 



gelliH P. Onnluni,' 
LonlH I. Oolb;,* 
AmaUa B. Flilwr,> 
Amy W. Faikln*. 

CsrrlaR.WIiltaaf, 

AS^rL.'BD™w.* . 

LuclUa K. apaoaar,' 
a. Bsory pDlnim, 
HicJao J. DavU, . 

CbirlM H. Lalud! 
Qaarga A. Damon, 
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Eotpaxditures for MaintenaTice. 



Salaries (34^96 66 

SubaisteDce, 96^97 87 

Clothing and bedding 1^70 67 

Furniture and fomishings, 927 68 

Hospital 551 83 

Books, printing, etc,, SU 34 

Fuel, 5,763 45 

Lights, 61 82 

Engineer's department, 910 58 

Lanndr7, 391 78 

General repairs, 8,088 00 

Agriculture, . . .' 4,634 38 

Stable and bams 5,913 50 

Miscellaneous 1,956 57 

80,985 76 

Total 155,363 41 



Income from SmaU Sales. 



Sale of milk and cream, 1890 15 

eggs, 307 98 

fruit and vegetables 99 03 

pigs and calves, 733 55 

wood, 167 38 

beef, pork, etc., 91 43 

rags and junk 55 09 

barrels 30 00 

Rent of electric lights 19 60 



Total 11,684 10 



Among the fitrm products for the year may be meatioDed the 
following: 1,230 bushels of potatoes, 213 bushels of turnips, 700 
bushels of beets, 2,900 heads of cabbage, 1,050 bunches of celery, 
400 melons, 4 tons squash, 4,265 dozens of eggs, 205,000 quarts 
of milk, 2,589 pounds of dressed poultry, 275 tons hay, etc. 

Fart of the products were consumed in the prison, and part sold, 
as noted in preceding statement. 
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Statistics of Priatmers. 

Number of prisoDera Oct. 1, 1904, 

Received under warrants from the courts during the year endEng Sept 

30, ISOfl 21S 

Returned b; order of Prison Commissioaers (revocation of permit), . 32 
Removed from State Industrial School for Girls, . . ... .6 

Removed from jails and houses of correction 6 

Removed from State Farm, . .2 

Returned from insane' hospital, 1 

Whole number in the year, 

Discharged between QcL 1, 1901, and Sept. 30, 190S : — 

By expiration of sentence, 3 

By shortened sentence, 3 

By permit, 330 

Removed to State Hospital, 3 

Removed to State ludustrial School for Girls, 2 

Removed to insane hospital, 11 

Pardoned, 3 



Number remaining Sept. SO, 190S 189 

Average daily number in custody, 186 

Number of infants admitted with mothers, 3 

Number of infants bom in the prison 9 

Number of infants died, 1 

Number of infants remaining Sept. 30, 190&, 8 
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Critnea and Ages of Prisowrt amUnced to the EeformOtory 1 
Women in the Tear tnding Sept. 30, 1905. 
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 



I, Oct. 2, 1900. 
To the Board of Priton Commissioners: 

The following is the twenty-eighth annual report of the medical 

department of the Reformatory Priaon for Women : — 

Daily average of prisoners 186 

Daily average having medicine, ouUide of bospital 20 

Daily average of sick in rooma, 1 

Daily average on sick call, 11 

Number traoaferred to hospital for insane 11 

Hospital Casks, 



Anffitnia, 

Asthma, 

CocaJDism, . 

ConstipatlOD, 

Croup, . 

Cystitis, 

Delirium tremens, 

Dilated heart, 

Dysmenorrhcea, 

Fnruticulosis, 

Gaatrltis, 




Heat exhaustion, . 

Menorrhagia, 

Migraine, 

Morphinism, . 

Nephritis, 

Neuralgia, 

Pleurisy (with effusion), 

Prnritis, 

Syphilis, 

ToQsillltl 

Tuberculosis, 



Abscess (alveolar). 
Abscess (labial), . 
AdeniUs, 

Carcinoma, . 
Conjunctivitis, 
Eczema, 
Erythema nodosum, 



Gonorrhcea, . 
Iritis, . 

Malingering, 
Psoriasis, 
Scabies, 
Septic finger. 
Tinea oircinata. 
Trachoma, . 
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Hospital Caseh — Concluded. 

ObHelrieal. 
Labors 10 Mlscarri^es, .... 1 



No prisoner has died during the year. One baby was stillborn, 
and one premature infant has died. 

Of the eleven prisoners transferred to hospitals for insane, more 
than half gave unmistakable evidence upon their entrance of their 
weak mental condition. It is most unfortunate for such cases, and 
for the prison that receives them, that their condition was not recog- 
nized -at the time of trial, that their commitment might at once be 
made to the proper institution provided by the State for their care 
and treatment. 

Respectfully, 

FRANCES W. POTTER, M.D. 



ifl by Google 



1905.] REFORMATORY PRISON FOR WOMEN. 



CHAPLAIN'S REPORT. 



To Ihe Board of Prison Gommissionera : 

I herewith reapectfully submit my fifth annual report. 

The Sabbath services have been held in the usual order. Mass is 
at 7 o'clock, conducted by Father Garrahau of South Framingham, 
who is untiring in liia efforts here. At 8.30 o'clock the women again 
assemble for the Protestant service. Singing, led by the prison 
choir, a responsive service and a plain gospel message, is the usual 
order of service. I have spoken several successive Sundays of 
" The Women of the Bible," and have endeavored, in bringing these 
Scripture characters to their notice, to awaken admiration for the 
noble women of the sacred past ; to enforce the great lessons of 
morality and religion, and to create a thirst for the study of the 
Old Testament Scripture. 

In the Sabbath school, at 1 o'clock, the " International Lesson " 
is studied. The general tone of this service is infonual; questions 
are asked, the blackboard is used, and the precious truths are ap- 
plied. Following this session is a Protestant class in the school- 
room. At 6 o'clock the busy day closes with a praise service, 
conducted in various ways. Thus our Sabbaths here have been 
spent with a view to prepare all for the Sabbath which will have 
no end. 

Though the Sunday services may seem to constitute the chief 
part of my work, they are only some of the many opportunities 
that come to me to lead those who find no rest here to the great 
Source of rest, — the Savior of the world. 

Personal interviews with the women on their arrival at the insti- 
tution, regular visits to the hospital, also special ones, earnest talks 
with those who from time to time have requested to see me, and 
with those whom I thought to help by coming in contact with them 
personally, have occupied all the time that could be spared from 
the preparation of the Sunday services, from the school and library 
work. 
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These personal conferences I have come to regard as of prime 
impottance, for they give me an opportunity for closer touch and 
better acquaintance with the women, as they tell me of their sad 
experiences, their troubles, their hopes and fears, their needs; and 
through them, not infrequently, avenues of approach to the heart 
are opened that otherwise might be permanently closed. From 
these conferences there has been much to assure me that many 
are aspiring toward a better, a higher and a nobler life, and pur- 
pose in their hearts to do right. I am further assured of this from 
the many letters I receive from those who have gone from these 
walls determined to live good, moral lives, and have thus far suc- 



I would not close this report of the religious part of my work 
without acknowledging onr indebtedness to Rev. 0. H. Daniels, 
D.D., and Rev. C. A. Merrill, of South Framingham, Rev. F. 
Hutchinson of Framingham and Rev. Riris T. Farwell of Wollesley 
Hills, who responded so cordially to the invitation to address the 
women the Sundays during my absence in July. 

Rev. C. H. Daniels, D.D., has kindly offered his services several 
times during the past year ; and Rev. F. E. Emnch, D.D., secre- 
tary of the Massachusetts Congregational Home Missionary Society, 
never fails to visit us and bring words of good cheer when he is in 
this vicinity. Could these kind friends hear how gratefully their 
names are spoken by the women, and the oft-expressed wish to 
hear them again, they would feel amply rewarded for the efforts 
made in their behalf. We are also deeply grateful to those kind 
friends who came with their respective pastors and furnished music 
for the Sabbath services. 

Aside from religion, and in existing conditions, the library is a 
strong influence for good. The reading of pure books and current 
literature cannot fail toward helping on the work of reformation. 

The general library contains 1,438 volumes; the hospital library, 
409. Having the supervision of this department, I exercise groat 
care in selecting books for those who leave their course of reading 
with me, with a view of opening for them new lines of thought, and 
awakening in them a desire for good, wholesome literature. I also 
carefully regard their mental capacity, and select for them books 
that are not beyond their comprehension. Distribution of books 
has been regular, grade I receiving two volumes a week, grade II 
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one volume. We are supplied with religious papers and magazines 
by kind friends, and these are distributed every Saturday evening. 

Special attention has been paid to our school work. The num- 
ber enrolled in the day school was 81. Of these, 29 were illit- 
erates. Many nationalities were represented, of which the French 
predominated. The school was closed during my absence in July, 
and both day and night school were reopened the first Monday in 
August. The women are all very earnest in their school work. 
They range in age from eighteen to fifty-seven. It is really pitiful 
to see the efforts put forth by some of the older women. I always 
encourage such, even when I know they will not be able to more 
than master the primer and to write their names. Rarely does a 
woman ask to be excused fi-om attending school. Many who have 
patiently applied themselves have developed the ability to read, 
write and figure ; and they warmly express their appreciation of the 
school privileges afforded them here. 

We start the new year with an earnest hope that with the added 
experience of the past year the future may be one of greater use- 
fulness. 

Respectfully, 

EMILY L. IIERNDON, 
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The Jails and Houses of Correction. 



There are 5 separate jails, 2 separate houses of correction, and 14 
other county prisons, each having a jail and house of correction 
combined. In the paragraphs below any changes or improvements 
in these prisons since the last report are briefly described. The 
facts concerning the details of expenditures for maintenance and the 
receipts from various sources, including the earnings, are set out in 
tabulated statements immediately following the text. 

The Prison Commissioners have a general supervision over the 
county prisons, and control the industries. They are required to 
inspect them at stated intervals, and to make rules for the govern- 
ment and discipline. The expenses of the jails and houses of cor- 
rection are estimated by the county commissioners, and annual 
appropriations are authorized by the General Court. 

Barnstable Countv. 
Jail and House of Correction at Barnstable. 
This is a small prison with 22 cells, and never has many prison- 
ers. On September 30 there remained in custody 13 ; this was 7 
more than were held at the close of la^t year. There is no work at 
this place excepting that of taking care of the prison and the small 
lot of land connected with it. The water tower erected last year at 
a snmll expense has been quite satisfactory in furnishing a water 
supply, but it has put an end to the only hard labor ever done here, 
which consisted of pumping water by hand into the tank at the top 
of the court house. 

Berkshire County. 

Jail and Souse of Correction at Pittsjield, 

On September 30 there were 79 prisoners in custody, exactly the 

same number as remained at the close of the preceding year. There 

are 129 cells. The work here consists of making heels, this being 

one of the two prisons in the Sbite where that kind of work is done. 
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Duriag the year there has been a change in the msnagement. 
Sheriff Fuller died in January, and in March John Nicholson was 
appointed sheriff.' The accounts of the late sheriff were found to be 
in an unsettled condition upon his decease, and they have not yet 
been adjusted ; litigation upon the matter is now pending. 

There hare recently been some improvements made in these build- 
ings, and a further improvement in the way of sanitary precautions 
could be made by discontinuing the present bath-room in the women's 
dejmrtment and providing another room on the tloor above, where 
proper light and ventilation could be secured, 

Bristol County. 
Jail and House of Correction at JSfew Bedford. 

This prison had 188 prisoners at the end of the year, 4 less than 
last year. The number of cells is 372. At this place there is em- 
ployment provided for all the prisoners who are able to work ; the 
industry consists of making leather-board, etc., a form of work that 
is well suited to the capacities of many of the inmates, who would 
be unable to engage in work requiring more skill. The buildings 
are in good repair, and no need of special expenditures has been 
found daring the year. 

Jail at Taunton. 

At the end of the year there were 48 prisoners in custody, 2 less 
than last year. The number of cells is 66. Not all the prisoners 
are under sentence, nor are all the sentenced prisoners able to do 
much work. Upon a recent visit, the keeper informed- the chairman 
that at times there was difficulty in finding prisoners to do the needed 
domestic work about the institution. The only special repairs con- 
sist of painting the buildings. The jail is well kept, and shows 
constant care. 

County of Dukes County. 
Jail at Edgartown. 

No visit has been made to this place during the year. On Sep- 
tember 30 there were no prisoners in custody. The keeper reports 
a small amount expended tor ordinary repairs during the year. 
There are 12 cells in the jail, which is well built, and of sufficient 
size for the use of this small county. 

* At the election \a Kovemljer Mr. NlcholsoD was chosen to S11 the nnezpiTed term. 
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Essex County. 
Hou^e of Correction at Ipswich. 
On September 30 there were 48 prisoners in custody here, 6 more 
than at the end of last year. Nearly all these prisoners were trans- 
ferred Irota other prisons in the county. There is no regular indus- 
try at this place, and, as the prison is used mainly for the old and 
intirm, it would not be practicable to establish one. The master, 
however, has found a considerable number of men who can do more 
or less work, and has kept them well employed in caring for the 
buildings and cultivating the land. A good crop of vegetables has 
been raised, which materially reduces the outlay for subsistence. 
Although there is only a small number of prisoners, there are 183 
separate cells. Many of these, however, are too small for the hu- 
mane confinement of prisoners who have any considerable time to 
serve. These could easily be enlarged by taking out alternate parti- 
tions ; this work could be done by prisoners at very small expense, 
and would furnish occupation for some of the prisoners who would 
otherwise be kept in idleness. The only extraordinary expense 
reported by the master is the expenditure of $1,500 for a bam for 
the storage of hay, fiirm machinery, etc. 

Jail and House of Correction at Lavrrence. 
On September 30 this prison had 144 inmates, against 118 at the 
close of the preceding year. The number of cells is 120, not enough 
for the separate accommodation of the prisoners, but 60 of the cells 
are made for two beds, and are occupied in that way nearly all the 
time. The industry consists of caning chairs ; some of the prisoners 
are at work about the premises. Some repairs have been made 
during the year, at an expense of $632. These repairs consisted of 
putting in some windows, concreting, and new roofing the shop. 
When the chairman visited this place, recently, in company with the 
sheriff of the county, the master stated that in the north wing there 
seems to be some defect in construction which impairs the ventila- 
tion, and it is recommended that a small appropriation be granted 
to remove the difficulty. The master is of the opinion that this can 
be readily done at a small outlay. The prison is now to be painted 
and thoroughly cleansed, and it would be well, at the same time, to 
make a thorough examination of the ventilation in all parte of the 
prison. ,-. , 
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Jail at Newburyport. 
Thia is a very small prison, having only 9 prisoners at the close 
of the year, although there is a capacity of 42 cells. The buildings 
are well adapted to the purposes of a jail, and are always clean and 
well kept. The keeper reports an expenditure of about $750 for 
repairs and fumishings during the year. 

Jail and House of Correction at Salem. 
On September 30 there were 138 prisoners in custody, 9 more 
' than last year. The number of separate cells is 138, and as a rule 
they are all occupied. There is no opportunity for any considerable 
enlargement of the cell room at this place, but it has been proposed 
to remove the boilers to an outside building, and thereby make room 
for a rearrangement about the prison that would improve the con- 
venience of administration. One other suggested change is the ex- 
tension of the gallery fioor of the women's corridor so as to make a 
complete separation from the parts of the prison occupied by the men. 
About $550 have been expended for repairs this year. The only 
industry here is that of caning chairs, but during parts of the year 
this work has not been available, owing to the lack of material. 

Franklin Codstv. 
Jail and House of Oorrection at Greenfield. 
Only 30 prisoners were in this prison at the end of the year, 
against 49 last year. There are 80 cells. The industry at this place 
consists of caning chairs, and a good deal of work is found in culti- 
vating the lot of land connected with the prison ; besides, there is a 
small ledge of sand-stone, from which some material is obtained for 
grading and repairing the roads about the premises. 

Hampden CouNir. 
Jail and House of Correction at Springfield. 
There were 203 prisoners here on September 30 ; last year the 
number was 191. The prison has 256 separate cells. The industry 
at this place consists of making umbrellas by the piece, — a kind of 
work that has been quite satisfactory, and well suited to most of the 
prisoners. Late in August there appeared some cases of typhoid 
fever at this prison, and 7 inmates, 6 men and 1 woman, were re- 
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moved to the Springfield Hospital for treatment. All recovered 
except one man, who died soon after his sentence had expired. 
The sanitary arrangements have been thoroughly examined, and 
such changes as seemed advisable have been made in them. The 
master reports no extraordinary expenditures for repairs ; the ex- 
pense of keeping the buildings in repair amounted to $2,258. 

Hampshire County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Northampton. 
At the close of the year there were 56 prisoners, a larger number 
than last year, when only 46 were held. The number of separate 
cells is 88. The work here consists of caning chairs and keeping 
the grounds and buildings in repair. The buildings have been 
thoroughly cleansed and painted inside, and the place has been very 
much improved in appearance and in its sanitary condition. 

Middlesex Countt. 
Jail and Hoitse of Correction at Cambridge. 
There were 299 prisoners in custody on September 30, being 30 
more than last year. There are 510 separate cells. This is one of 
the few places where public-account work is carried on. The indus- 
tries consist of making brushes, mats and brooms, but only a com- 
paratively small number of the prisoners are employed in each 
department. This is a well-kept prison, and many ingenious 
arrangements have been made, under the direction of the sheriff, to 
utilize the limited space that is available for prison work. No ex- 
traordinary repairs have been made during the year, but the sheriff 
reports that the expense of keeping the buildings in repair was 
111,275. 

Jail at Lowell. 

There were 100 prisoners in custody here at the end of the year; 
last year the number waa 111. There are 102 separate cells, but, 
as a considerable proportion of these are in the women's department, 
and nearly all the prisoners are men, it is not possible to give each 
prisoner a separate cell. Many of the cells in the men's prison were 
made for two occupants, and they are so used at the present time. 
When this prison was built, it was so designed that the cell block 
may be extended without difficulty. The end wall can be readily 
removed and additional cells built without disturbing any existing 
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rooms. This is the only jail in the State where any work is pro- 
vided for the inmates ; the industry here consists of sorting cotton 
waste, which is done on public account. The expenditure for 
keeping the buildings in repair amounted to |2,?44. 

Nantucket County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Nantucket. 
This place has not been visited during the year, as it has been 
substantially unoccupied since the last report. No unusual expenses 
have been incurred in recent years, although some time ago consider- 
able money was spent in repairing the old wooden building which 
is designated a house of correction . The master and keeper reports 
11 cells, but only 4 of them would offer any restraint to a man who 
was put into the jail against his will. It is reported that the sum 
of $55 has been expended for repairs during the year. 

Norfolk Countt. 
Jail and House of Correction at Dedham. 

This prison shows a largely increased number of inmates, there 
being 104 in custody on September 30, whereas at the close of the 
preceding year there were only 65. The number of separate cells 
is 118, but as a great many of these are on the women's side, and 
unoccupied, the men's department is crowded, and it is necessary to 
put two prisoners in a cell. The industry at this place is making 
heels. The appearance of the buildings has been greatly improved 
by aoine changes in recent years, and the prison is always clean and 
orderly. The only expense for repairs is the expenditure of $210 
for slating. 

Plymouth CJounty. 
Jail and House of Correction at Plymouth, 

On September 30 this place had 72 prisoners, against 87 in the 
preceding year. The number of separate cells is 92. The regular 
work here consists of caning chairs, and some additional employment 
has also been found on land of the prison and other county premises 
near by. The county has, within a short time, acquired a lot of 
land in the rear of the prison buildings ; this lot will be used to 
enlarge the jail yard and to provide some bouses for the officers. 
A new brick wall will be built in place of the board fence that now 
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eocloses the place. No extraordinary expenditures have been made 
during the year; the ordinary repairs on the buildings amounted 
to 1835. 

Suffolk County. 
Jail at Boston. 
This jail had 241 prisoners at the close of the year, 18 more than 
last year. Nearly all the prisoners are awaiting trial ; only a few 
are sentenced, and these are kept well employed in caring for the 
buildings. This is one of the largest jails in the State, and one of 
the best. The new prison for women is a model in construction, 
although it would have been better if it could have been extended 
over more ground, instead of being carried into the air ; the form of 
it, however, was a necessity, in view of the restricted area of the jail 
lot. This plac« is provided with all suitable and proper appliances 
for caring for the prisoners, and the cells are large and well venti- 
lated. The number of separate cells is 292. One excellent feature 
of the arrangement is the small building near the gate which con- 
tains the padded cells for the restriction and isolation of prisoners 
suffering from delirium on their commitment. The only extraor- 
dinary expense during the year has been made for a new hot vrater 
boiler, which, with the ordinary repairs on buildings, cost |750. 

House of Correction at Deer Island. 
The population at this place on September 30 was 1,274, this 
being 519 less than remained at the end of last year. There are 
1,677 cells. The wort here consists mainly of caring for the build- 
ings and cultivating the land. Stone-cutting, however, is an estab- 
lished industry, and many of the prisoners work at it during suitable 
weather, although, as the population consists largely of a class that 
is neither industrious nor teachable, it is not always easy to find 
many workmen who have skill, or who are capable of acquiring it. 
Although the established industries tiimish occupation to only a 
small proportion of the prisoners, there is good employment in a 
variety of work that is found in keeping the land and buildings of 
this large institution in good condition. In comparing prison sta- 
tistics with other states, it should be borne in mind that, although 
this prison is designated aa a house of correction, it receives rela- 
tively few prisoners from places outside of Boston ; and to all 
intents and purposes it corresponds with a house of industry or 
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workhouse, such as is fouDd in many large cities elsewhere. During 
the year the new steamer '< Monitor " has been put in commission, to 
take the place of the "J. Putnam Bradlee," that for many years 
made the trips between the main land and the islands of Boston 
harbor where the city institutions are established. The new "boat 
was constract«d under the direction of the penal institutions com- 
missioner, and is maintained by his department. It should be 
noted that this boat was built well within the appropriation, and for 
a much less amount than the original estimate. 

Worcester County. 
Jail and House of Correction at Fitchburg. 
On September 30 there remained in custody at this place 118 
prisoners, 6 more than at the close of last year. The number of 
separate cells is 170, and as no women are oonmiitted here, the foil 
□umber of cells is available at all times. The cells are of good size 
and well ventilated. The work consists of caning chairs and mend- 
ing webbing for chair seats. There is also some work on the land, 
which last year, under cultivation by the prisoners, produced a fair 
crop of vegetables. The food at this place is carefully prepared and 
cleanly served. The prison is economically managed, and shows 
care in all the details. Only a few minor repairs have been made 
during the year, at an expense of about $450. 

Jail and House of Correction at Worcester, 
At the end of the year thei-e were 193 prisoners in custody, 
against 219 at the close of the preceding year. The number of 
separate cells is 324. This prison is under the immediate direction 
of the sheriff of the county, who takes special care that all the 
prisoners who are able to work are kept employed at chair caning, 
which is the only industry available at this place. In recent years 
this prison has been changed and improved in many respects, and 
among the departments is a well-equipped hospital. This is seldom 
occupied, however, by any prisoners except those who need im- 
mediate treatment at the time of their commitment to prison. There 
have been no extraordinary repairs, but the sheriff reports an expend- 
iture of about $2,000 for painting, and other items for keeping the 
buildings in good condition. 
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Average Cost op Prisoners. 
The average net cost for maiDtenaace per capita during the past 
year in the State Prison was $130.27; in the Massachusetts Re- 
formatory, $214.71; and in the Reformatory Prison for "Women, 
$233.73. In the preceding table the expenditures, receipts and 
average net cost of maintenance of prisoners in each jail and house 
of correction are set forth. In making a comparison, it shonld be 
remembered Uiat in the management of the different institutions a 
variety of conditions prevail, such as [O'oducts &om the land, stock 
on hand, etc. ; added to this is the fact that, with other conditions 
being equal, the larger prisons always present the bettor showing. 

Fines and Expenses. 

dumber committed for Nmt-payment of Fines and JSxpenses, 
and Avumnt received. 



PBIBOHB. 


Hninber oom. 
and EiIMii». 


Nnmbw 
aod 


.3-. 








10 
6t» 
»U 
Ml 
4,1)08 

JW 

1.000 

43 

S«7 
2» 

m 
i.m 

WJ 

1,001 


382 
M 
«M 

00 

3 

114 
3t8 


•IMOO 


Okmbrldg* J»ll UHi H™» of CorrBotton, 
Dtdbtm Jail and Houh of CorracUoa, 
Dw bUDd Houm o( CorrMllon. . . 






3,US00 
I,WOO 
I>,M3 00 


FlKhbnrf Jril knd Hoow o( OorrooUon, 
IpiwlobHonMorOorreeUoD, . . 






T4S00 
3100 
13100 
TM4S 


KanMokil Jill HDd EauH ol OotreollaD, 
New Bedfonl J.11 uid Ooiim of Oorrdoilon 






1,8MW 


FttUO^d Jail and Hod» of Oomcllati, 
Plrmonth Jail and Bodh ol CorteoliOD, 
SalemJatlapdHonwofCDrmUoD, . 






US 00 

DM aft 

■00 00 

1.MS00 
LKTOO 








3.SW 00 




18,586 


3,780 









■ Tlila appHea ODlr to finaa paid to Uia mutaia aod kMp«r*. 



ifl by Google 



1905.] JAILS AND HOUSES OF OOEREOTION. 



li. 



11 
1 



.»noH P« -n'f 


a25=|'552s|'|ss=E3|sg 


i 








-3SSH'S^"3l'rs^"S|-s 


1 




■iiai aqt 
anynp poljiip 
-.iai«ininNI«Hii 


-|ii|-|Siirpgli||i| 


1 




IBqio m psiOtnsH 


■ ■s-£'5"-'2R'sa— 'i-aa 


i 


If 


■inn[i»v gan 
■oi at paiomaH 


, .«... .M .,.«..» . .».o»C< 


s 


11 


■P™>P"J 


'"■""' ""a' ' ' ' ■ ' ■-"' • 


a 


•(«a«MH 




s 


■PWI 


""•'S'"'- -'— >« 


3 


si 


timiajuoprnvieH 


S||irs|s|r|S£SSS.||| 


1 


II 




«i|=|-SS3|rp5SI|p| 


i 

3 




•maiity mnni 
mwj p»iijnt*H 


. . . 1 r 1 . 1 1 .-1 . . 


" 




.„ ,.ST,1, 




"• 




HMUj paiome^ 


' 'a's'S'sas'sa'-^s-ss 


S 




■limioj JO non 


*""'= ...—- 


c 




■na£aqt 
Sn)inp aunoo 


8|p|-H2S|r|sgigi.|i| 


1 

3 






■»»«I'I'1»0"» 

-noipj,o«qiiraN 


'ggsg 'Hsgias 'a'-se£§3ss 






si 


<£ 












1! 
11 

E S 

11 

II 


lil 

IM 

11 



'.oogle 



PRISON COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. [Oct. 



STATISTICS OF PRISONEKS. 



Statement showing the Humber of Prisoners received and discharged in 
JU Prisons, toitk the Removals to and from the Prisons included in 
this Bepiyrt^foT rte Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 

Number of prisoners Oct. 1, 1901, 6,690 

Received noder warrsots from the courts during the year ead- 

ing Sept. 30, 1906. ^ 37^78 

Returned for violation of permit, S33 

Received from other institutions,* 29 

Removed from : — 

State Prison 3 

Massachusetts Reformatory, 10 

Reformatory Prison for Women 

State Farm, 122 

Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners, .... 23 

Jaila and houses of correction, 967 

Reform schools 29 

Returned from : — 

State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 6 

Escape, 13 

39.611 

46^01 
Released on permit or otherwise discharged, ... 38,681 

Removed to ; — 

Massachusetts Reformatory, 64 

Reformatory Prison for Women, 14 

State Farm 8 

Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners, . 194 

Jails and houses of correction, ...... 875 

Reform school, 2 

State Asylum for Insane Criminals, 103 

State Hospital, ... 7 

Died . . 61 

Escaped, 36 

Pardoned by Governor, 41 

Pardoned by President 1 

40.086 

Number in custody SepL 30, 1905, 6,416 

Average number in prison, 6,514 

■ Includes 22 from the Lyman School tor Boys, 1 from the Honse ol BeCormatiim and 
S trom the State Indmtrial School for Girls; 2 were removed to the State Indoatriat 
achool lor QirlB. 
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The statement set forth on the preceding page contains the aom- 
ber of commitments to and releases from all the prisons in the State 
during the year ending Sept. 30, 1905. Largely, the number 
committed are received directly from the courts ; but it will be 
noticed that a considerable number are transferred from other 
prisons, or returned for a violation of the conditions of their 
permit. As compared with last year, the number committed by 
the courts is 951 less. The increased number of removals from the 
jails, houses of correction and State Farm is due to the fact that it 
has been found that a larger number of prisoners could be used to 
advantage at the Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners at Rut- 
land. The total number of commitments to all the prisons in the 
State was 39,611, as against 40,268 last year. The statistics which 
follow relate to sentenced prisoners only : — 



Convmitments to Jails, by Sentences and Sex of Prisoners, in the 
Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Commitments to Souses of Correction, &j/ Sentences and Sex 
oj Prisoners, in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Commitments to tTatls and Souses of Correction^ Ity >S«i- 
tencea and Sex of Prisoner 8 ^ in the Year ending Sept. 30, 2905. 
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Commifmento to ./dtb and Houses of Oorreetion, from. Counties, 
in the Tear ending .Sept. 30, 190B. 
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Comtnffmento (o lAe State Farm, by Orimes and Sex of Prisoners, 
in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 

[SanUDOM tie Indetennltuta.] 
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Showing Crimea and Sentences of MaXe and FemaU Prisoners 
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Showing the Nuviber of Male and female JPriaoners committed 
under Sentence to All Prisons in tAe Year ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Comparison with the Preceding Year. 
Id the table immediately following this statement a comparison is 
made whereby the Dumber of commitments to all the prisons in the 
State ia shown for the two years ending Sept. 30, 1905. A com- 
parison is also made of the different classes of ofiences. It will be 
seen that for crimes against property there has been a slight increase 
over last year, while for crimes against the person the oamber ia a 
few less, and for crimes against public order there has been a reduc- 
tion of 1,122. The total number of commitments during the past 
year for all classes of crimes was 28,545, or 1,149 less than last 
year. By reference to the table on p&ge 80 it will be seen tliat the 
reduction in the number committed for drunkenness forms a very 
large part of the entire decrease. 



Comparison of Commitments to the Variom Instuuiions i 
Last Two Tears, classified by Sex of Prisoners- 
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COMPABISON WITH CbNSUB YeaR OP 1895. 

Kotwitbstanding the large growth of the population of the State 
during the past ten years, the total number of commitments to all 
the prisons in the State last year for all offences was only about 
four per cent, larger than it was during the year 1895. This increase 
appears entirely in crimes against property and against public order. 
The whole number committed for crimes against the person was 534 
less last year than it was during the year ending Sept. 30, 1895. 
The entire number of females committed last year was slightly 
smaller than it was during 1895. The Uiree following tables have 
been prepared in order that the number of commitments for the 
different offences last year may be easily compared with those made 
daring the year 1895. 
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Showing Number committtd to All Prisons in X90S as compared toith 
1 89S, by Oritaes and Sex of Priaoners. 
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Showing Nund>er committed to Ail Prisons, etc. 
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Ftirentage of Pritonera commitud in the Tear. 
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Former Commitments of Friaimers eommiaed in the Tear, 
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Ages of Prisoners committed for Drunkenness to All the Penal 
Institutions in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 2905. 
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££r<Ap{ace8 o/ iVijonera committed for Drunkenness to All the 
Penal Institutions in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Farmer Commitments of Prisoners committed far Xhrunkewneaa 

to All the Penal InstUutiona in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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no 
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Removal of Pbisoners. 
wing CrimeB of Prisoners rem,oved by the Board of Prison Com- 
s to the Beformatoriea in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 190B. 
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Unitbd States PniaoNiiRS. 
Friwtiera coTnmitted to All iVwoaa upon Sentences from United i 
Courts in the Year ending Sept. 30, 190B. 
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Showing Numlter of Male and Female Priaonert in AU Ftitona at Certain 
Dates* 

Jails akd Hodsbs of Cobbection. 
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Showing Number of Jfale and Female Priaonert in All Ftiaons at CBTtai/tl 

Dates. 

Jails amd Hocses of Corkkction. 
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8 
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IB 
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3 

3 
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1 

9 
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9 
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" 
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- 
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.r. 
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TB 


30 

18 
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34 
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71 

( 
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40 
380 
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13 
« 
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71 
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23 

27 
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I 

13 
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88 

1 
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17 
39 

9 
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33 

10 

33 
88 

11 
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89 
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88 
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IB 
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30 


13 
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SO 
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2,817 
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3,356 
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State Prisons. 
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862 
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"i 
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1,063 
63 
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3,084 
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8,648 
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2,738 
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462 


B.366 
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3,T99 
2,887 
2.799 


470 


3,068 
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8,030 


729 


8,749 
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744 


8,488 


8,641 


711 


8,288 


6.888 


729 


8.418 
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Eblatino to Pkisonebs held in Cdstodt Sept. 30, 1905. 
Aa compared with last year, the whole number of prisonOTB re- 
maiDiDg in custody in all the prisons in the State on Sept. 30, 1905, 
is 475 less, the total number being 6,415. At the close of the year 
there were 29 less in the State Plison, 102 less in the Massachusetts 
Beformatory, 1 leas in the Reformatory Prison for Women, 445 less 
in the number of sentenced prisoners in the jails and houses of cor- 
rection, 80 more at the State Farm, 8 more at the Temporary Indus- 
trialCamp for Prisoners, and 14 more awaiting trial in the jails, 
than at the date of the last report. In 1895 the total number of 
prisoners in custody on September 30 was 7,628, or 1,213 more 
than at the date of this report. The greatest difference appears in the 
number held in the jails and houses of correction (the Boston House 
of Industry is included with the bouses of correction, the name hav- 
ing been changed since 1895). There has been a decrease in the 
Massachusetts Reformatory of 159, and in the Beformatory Prison 
for Women of 147 ; at the State Prison the number in custody has 
increased from 700 to 843. The tables immediately following this 
stAtement have reference to prisoners remaining in custody Sept. 30, 
1905. 



Showing WkoU Ifumiier of JPriaonefS remaining in Ml Prisons 
Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Showing Number of Sentenced ^Brisotiers remaining 
Souses of Correction Sept. 30, 1905, by Sex and Classes 



in Jails t 

of Crime. 
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racllon. 
LowallJall 

Un^'flStford Jail and Honaa of 

Correction. 
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M 

no 
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Total. 


JOB 


* 
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7M 


84 
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1.404 
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I.8T8 


i,&7. 


420 


3,00S 



The number of sentenced prisonere remaining in the jails and 
housea of correction Sept. 30, 1905, was 3,005 ; the number at the 
same time last year being 3,450. The most noticeable reduction 
appears in the Deer Island House of Correction, where there were 
1,793 prisoners in custody Sept. 30, 1904, and 1,274 on Sept. 30, 
1905. This decrease appears substantially in the number committed 
for crimes against public order. In no other county has there been 
such a marked change. 
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Skmoing Sentences of Priaorura remaining in Jails and Houses of Cor- 
redion Sept. 30, 1905. 
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SAotoJtig' Crimes of Prisoners remaining under Sentence in All Prisons 
Sept. 30, 1905. 
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iShoioing Crimea o/Priaonert remaining, etc. — Continued. 
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Showing Gtimes of Prisoners remaining, etc. 


— Continued . 
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Mailel<.ii. mlaohlef, . . , 

Bteallng lellari from (j.B. mall, 

UnlJw'r'ol taking' . '. 

Unlawful nae of borae and team, 
Wllfnilr drawing water from 
mlUpW 


34 

si 

13 


BM 

16 

3 
10 

B 
10 


; 






-_ 


: 


sot 

i 
1 

( 
t 


i 
1 

1 
i 


"i 


1 



i 


102 


Total 

S.— AsAiHST Fdblio Ohdbh, 

BTO. 

Abortion, and aoceaaor;, . 

^,;..., „„.,.,.,.,.,.,. 

Altering manef order, . 


361 
g 


S3 

IS 


S6 

1 


u 


m 


a 

i 

- 

a 


'\ 


139 
31 

s 

1,11 

13 

1 


34 

« 
11 


4T 

1 
« 

* 

I 
1 

W 

l.« 

s 
n 

2 

li 
i: 


l.JOS 
8 

1 

SO 

1 

*i 

li 
li 


1 

20 
SO 

a 

1 


1,»BI 


OaSfni'and elecllon law., vlo- 

0<!mmf D night walker, , , 
Common nnleanca, keeping, . 
Conlempt of oourt. . 

Oreeltr to anlmali, . 

when arreated. 
Dlaorderlr boow. keeping, . 

Forgery and nttering, . . 


SO 


30 

i 

W 
S.4SS 


Habitat erimlnal, . ' '. 
LoTterla, sconild nUro,d aim'. 


10 
12 

i 


S2 


1 

10 

2« 
U 



1905.] 



STATISTICS OF PRISONEKS. 



Showing Crimes of Prisoners remaining, etc. 


— Concluded. 
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RKOAPirnL ATIO TS. 
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Crimes of Prisoners awaiting Trial Sept. 30, 1905. 

The preceding tables give details concerning prisoners who have 
been oonvicted and sentenced to the prisons named in this report. 
In order to complete the figures the following table of prisoners 
awaiting trial is given. It may be interesting to note that ten 
years ago the number awaiting trial was considerably larger than at 
the present time. 

Upon Sept. 30, 1895, there were 399 males and 50 females in all 
the jails who were being held for trial, while at the date of this 
report there are only 308 males and 44 females. 



ifl by Google 



PMSON COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



[Oct. 



Shomng Orimes of Prisoners awaiting Trial Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Showing Removals of Priaonert to Insane Asylwma during the 
Last Two Years. 
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Akrbsts. 
From the ioformation contained in the reports submitted by the 
police commissioners of the city of Boston, the chiefs of police or 
city marshals of other cities, the metropolitan park police, the cMefe 
of police in towns, and from officers making arrests in towns not 
having a chief of police, the three tables immediately following this 
statement have been prepared. The total number of arrests made 
during the year ending Sept. 30, 1905, was 114,260; of this number, 
97,131 were made in the cities and 17,129 in the towns. As com- 
pared with last year, there has been an increase of 1,098 in the entire 
number of arrests of males. The total number of arrests of females 
during the year was 9,889, exactly the same number as in the pre- 
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ceding year. The number of arrests for drunkenness during the 
year waa 73,972, or 1,119 more than last year. E^ch of the three 
classes of offences shows a small increase as compared with last year. 
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Showing Arrests for Drunkenness and for Other Crimes in Each CUy 
and in Toums in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Probation. 

The reports required by law have been received from all the pro- 
bation officers, and from these reports the statistics of probation 
work printed on the following pages have been prepared. It may 
not be worth while to print tables of comparison, but to show that 
the probation system is being as freely used as heretofore, it may be 
said that the number of cases taken on probation in the police, 
municipal and district courts for the year ending Sept. 30, 1905, 
was 9,418, an increase of 628 over last year. In the superior 
courts 1,454 cases were taken on probation, being an increase of 52. 
It may also be of interest to make a comparison with the figures 
for 1895, when the probation system authorized by the act of 1891 
had been in operation four years. In that year there were 5,427 
cases taken on probation in the lower courts, and 525 in the 
superior courts. For the year ending Sept. 30, 1905, there were 
63,324 statements of persons arrested for drunkenness which were 
referred to the probation officers. Ten years ago the number of 
such statements was 51,626. There have been this year 26,331 
special investigations ordered by the court outside of the inquiries 
made as a matter of course under the law, and the number of such 
investigations in 1895 was 11,381. These figures indicate that the 
courts are disposed to extend the probation work as fiir as practicable. 

In the opinion of some court officials there is need of more pro- 
bation officers in some of the larger jurisdictions outside of Boston ; 
and an inquiry is suggested as to the expediency of providing that 
additional officers may be appointed in the discretion of the judge, 
or with the concurrence of some other authority. 

Most of the cases were disposed of in the ordinary way, without 
a sentence; that is to say, after conviction the prisoner is placed in 
the care of the probation officer, and is required to observe certain 
conditions established by the court. Forty-three courts, however, 
report an aggregate of 1,686 cases disposed of under the suspended 
sentence law, whereby the court awards a sentence, suspends the 
execution of it, and places the offender in the care of the 
probation officer. 

During the year 801 probationers were surrendered for violating 
the terms of probation, 702 disappeared and defaulted, 255 were 
arrested for new offences during the period of probation, 944 had 
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the tflrm of probatioD extended, and 5,991 were discharged or had 
their cases placed on file at the expiration of the probationary 
period. 

In February, 1905, a conference of the probation officers was 
held for the purpose of considering a more general adoption of 
the forms and records that had been prepared by a committee of 
the probation ofiGcers in the preceding year. This conference was 
largely attended, and there was a full comparison of the methods 
and a general discussion of the probation work. As a result of 
the conferences that have been held with the officers, there has 
been more uniformity in their records, and they have made more 
systematic returns. 

An important change since last year in the law about the work 
of the probation officers is contained in chapter 384 of the Acts 
of 1905, which in substance allows the probation officer, under 
cei-tain conditions, to direct the release of a person charged with 
drunkenness. For the purpose of ascertaining to what extent this 
law has been applied throughout the State, a conference of all the 
probation officers was called in November. It was found that a 
few of the officers were of the opinion that the law had not 
produced any beneiicial results, but a very large majority of those 
who attended the meeting held that it is an exceedingly useful 
feature of the probation system. At the end of September a 
general circular was addressed to the officers, asking for statistics 
in regard to the new law. The officers reported an aggregate of 
7, 280 persons released by them under the new law. Some of them 
included brief statements upon this matter and the probation work 
in general ; and from them the following extracts are taken : — 

We find the law . . . working admirably. . . . There is a certain 
strong adjunct in this law similar to probation, and I work it for all I can. 
The amount of good already is immeasurable, and untold, they tell me, are 
its blessings. 

There has been, in my opinion, an increase in the number of drunk 
cases during that time, but it would be hardly fair to assume that it was 
wholly due to the new law, for there has been a slight falling o£f during the 
past month. ... If the police here request first or second offenders to 
appear in court, they go there ; otherwise, the court instructs me that I 
must discharge if I am satisfied that they tell the truth. Cases in doubt 
always go before the court either for senteuee or further investigation. 
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The enactment of tbie law has not cbaoged my method of procedare, as 
this court has followed tliat method for years past. 

In compliance witU your request, I will say neither Judge . . . nor 
myself are particularly faTorable to tbe recent lair relating to tbe release 
of prisoners witbout arraignment. I have released but two prisoners 
under this law, both males. 

My duties have increased during the year, by reason of a new practice 
being introduced by several of the justices when placing persons on 
probation, i.e., ordering them to pay court expenses and make full 
restitution to injured parties, which course seems to give general satisfac- 
tJon. Most of these offenders, however, do not have the money when 
before the court, hence it becomes tbe probation offlGei''B duty to make 
these collections, pay them over to the clerk and take his receipt, also see 
that restitution is made on the outside. ... In conclusion, permit me to 
say that In caring for 193 persons one is kept quite busy ; yet it is a most 
gratifying work, when one can be the means of straightening out men and 
women who have temporarily gotten on to the wrong track, without the 
necessity of having them branded as jail-birds, and forever afterwards 
have tbem a standing disgrace to their families and a probable burden to 
tbe community. 

I submit to you also at t^is time a report of those placed on probation 
from Sept. 30, 1903, to Sept. 30, 1904. There were 35 in all. Of this 
number, 23 have given good results ; 7 have been rearrested and sur- 
rendered; 2 have disappeared; 3 are in other states, too far away for 

direct supervision. 

I have collected in small fines during tbe twelve months past 92,449.75. 
If I did not trust them, these would have to serve from eight to twenty 
days, and would cost tbe city $3.75 to commit t^em. I trust a great 
many, and there are very few that we do not get. 

You will see that in tbe report the parties put under my charge are 
given time to pay, and we Snd that in these cases it helps tbem and their 
families, as they get to work and pay up, and I feel that it keeps them out 
of court to some extent. 

A recent case in our local court prompts me to address you r^arding the 
framing of a new act, authorizing probation oflScers to take wi^es of 
persons under their care and expend tbe money for the benefit of the 
families, keeping) of coarse, full records of the same. Tbe justices might 
order the defendants to assign such w^es for a certain term of weeks 
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or moDlhs, ordering the probatioQ officers to give a receipt for the eame, 
and make full record of all expeaditures. In this nay I believe the 
influence of the probation officera might be extended in a moat helpful 
direction. 
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Showing A.ges of Persona taken on Probation in the Tear ending Sept. 
30, 1905. 
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Showing Ages of Persons, etc. — Concluded. 
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Results in Probation Cases reported during the Year ending Sept. 30, 
1905. 
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Probation in the Superior Courts. 
WheQ the probfttion law of 1891 was passed, it did not authorize 
a special appointmeDt in the superior court, but it provided that the 
lower court officers could act in the superior courts at the request 
of the justices. In 1898 the superior courts were authorized to ap- 
point officers for that court exclusively, and there are now 12 officers 
holding appointments from the superior courts. The only counties 
where (here is not such an officer are Berkshire, Franklin and 
Hampshire. As already noted, 1,454 cases were disposed of under 
the probfttion law in the superior courts during the year, and the 
table immediately following shows the number in each district. 
Tlie results are not specified in all the reports, but the reports of 
the few officers who give full particulars show about the same per- 
centage of rearrests and surrenders as in the lower courts;- % ^ W - 
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Criminal Prosecutions. 
SUitistics of criminal prosecutions have been prepared from re- 
ports of criminal cases received from ail tlie courts for the year 
ending Sept. 30, 1905, in accordance with section 6 of chapter 222 
of the Revised Laws, and are presented in the tables immediately 
following the statements concerning murder trials. 

Trials for Murder. 
All eases of murder that were before the courts during the year 
ending Sept. 30, 1905, are included in the tables of statistics. The 
details are set forth in the following paragraphs : - — 

Pantblis Calavritinos (referred to in last year's report) was 
indicted in Bristol County, June 9, 1904, for the murder of Con- 
stantino Chipouras, on March 8, 1904, in the city of Taunton, When 
brought to trial, Feb. 20, 1905, the defendant pleaded guilty of 
manslaughter. This plea was accepted by the government, and 
Calavritinos was sentenced to the State Prison for a term of not 
less than eight nor more than ten years. 

Joseph H. Seaton was indicted in Hampden County, May 5, 
1904, for the murder of Estelle Taylor, on March 11, 1904, in the 
city of Springfield. The defendant, upon being brought to trial, 
May 8, 1905, pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree. This 
plea was accepted by the district attorney, and Seaton was sentenced 
to the State Prison for life. 

Charles L. Tdcker was indicted in Middlesex County, June 9, 
1904, for the murder of Mabel Page, on March 31, 1904, in the 
town of Weston. The defendant was brought to trial Jan. 2, 1905, 
and upon Jan. 24, 1905, a verdict of murder in the first degree was 
rendered. The case has been carried to the Supreme Judicial Court 
on exceptions. 

Henry F. Boles was indicted in Norfolk County, Dee. 8, 1904, 
for the murder of Joseph McMurray and Annie M. Boles, on Oct. 
17, 1904, in the town of Brookline. On April 12, 1905, the de- 
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fendant pleaded guilty of murder io the second degree of Joseph 
McMurray. This plea was accepted by the government, and Boles 
was sentenced to the State Prison for life. In the case of Annie 
M. Boles the defendant pleaded guilty on Dec. 22, 1904, and on 
Sept. 5, 1905, this case was placed on file. 

Rose DeYoung was indicted in Norfolk County, April 6, 1905, 
for the murder, in the second degree, of her infant child, on March 
12, 1905, in the city of Quincy. On April 13, 1905, the defendant 
pleaded guilty of manslaughter. No sentence has yet been imposed, 
and she has been admitted to bail in the sum of |2,000. 



Antonio Carpekito and James del Crosso were each indicted 
in Plymouth County, March 14, 1905, for the murder of Thomas 
C. Malloy, on Feb. 8, 1905, in the city of Brockton. They were 
brought to trial at the June term of the Superior Court. On June 
10, 1905, both prisoners were found guilty of murder in the second 
degree, and on June 27, 1905, were sentenced to the State Prison 
for life. 

Emil Saari was indicted in Plymouth County, March 14, 1905, 
for the murder of Karl Halien, on March 3, 1905, in the town of 
Carver. He was brought to trial at the June term of the Superior 
Court, and on June 23, 1905, was found not guilty. 

Annie V. Johnson was indicted in Plj'mouth County, June 8, 
1905, for the murder of one Johnson (christian name not known), 
on Dec. 22, 1904, in the city of Brockton, The defendant was 
brought to trial at the June term of the Superior Court, and on 
June 28, 1905, was found not guilty. 

Augusta Engeall was indicted in Worcester County, Jan. 16, 
1905, for the murder of a female in&nt, on Nov. 5, 1904, in the 
city of Worcester. Upon being brought to trial, the defendant 
pleaded guilty of manslaughter. This plea was accepted by the 
district attorney, and the prisoner was sentenced to the Reformatory 
Prison for Women, on Feb. 17, 1905. 
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AjfOELO BoNiFAZi was indicted in Worcester Couuty, Jan. 16, 
1905, for the murder of Victor Ottoviono, on Jan. 8, 1905, in the 
town of Clinton. When brought to trial, the .defendant pleaded 
guilty of manslaughter. This plea w&a accepted by the district 
attorney, and on Feb. 9, 1905, the defendant was sentenced to the 
State Priaoii for not less than four nor more than six years. 



John McPiieeson, alias Frank McPherson, alias Frank Proc- 
tor, alius John McDonald, alias James Shea, alias Walter J. 
Gibson, alias George Green, was indicted in Worcester County, 
Jan. 16, 1905, for the murder of Frank P. Sharkey, on Oct. 3, 
1904, in the city of Worcester, When brought to trial, the de- 
fendant pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree. This plea 
was accepted by the district attorney, and on May 22, 1905, he 
was sentenced to the State Prison for life. 

William A. Parker was indicted in Suffolk County, May 7, 
1904, for the murder of Eleanora Cobb, on April 8, 1904, in the 
city of Boston. When brought to trial, Oct. 22, 1904, the defend- 
ant pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree. This plea 
being aceept«d by the government, the prisoner, on Oct. 27, 1904, 
was sentenced to the State Prison for life. 

William Phillips was indicted in Suffolk County, Sept. 10, 
1904, for the murder of Edward Murray, on Aug, 23, 1904, in the 
city of Boston. The defendant was brought to trial Nov. 25, 1904, 
when he pleaded guilty of nmrder in the second degree. This plea 
was accepted by the government, and the prisoner was sentenced to 
the State Prison for life. 

Nicholas di Flavio was indicted in E^sex County, May 14, 
1904, for the murder of Giacomo Grassi, on May 8, 1904, in the 
city of Haverhill. Upon being brought to trial, May 31, 1905, the 
defendant pleaded guilty of manslaughter. This plea having been 
accepted by the government, he was, on June 1, 1905, sentenced 
to the State Prison for a term of not less than ten nor more than 
twelve years. 
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Joseph A. Hastings waa iadicted in Essex County, May 14, 
1904, for the murder of Dora D. Traak, on March 3, 1904, in the 
city of Beverly. Upon being brought to trial, Jan. 9, 1905, the 
defendant pleaded guilty of murder in the second degree. This 
plea being accepted by the government, he was sentenced to the 
State Prison for life. 

Angles Snell, mentioned in the report of last year, w&h, on 
Oct. 13, 1905, sentenced to be executed within the week beginning 
Dec. 10, 1903. On Nov, 21, 1905, Snell's sentence was commuted 
to imprisonment in the State Prison for life. 



Criminal Phosecctioms in Superior Cocrts. 

Statement of Criminal Cases pending in (Ae Superior Courts Oct. 1, 

1904, and of Such Cases begun in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Referring to the table following this statement, a comparison is 
made of the criminal cases pending and begun in the superior courts 
for the years ending Sept. 30,. 1895, and Sept. 30, 1905. During the 
past year the total number was 8,844, as against 7,250 in 1895. This 
increase is found in each of the three classes of offences. Several 
counties, including Berkshire, Hampden and Norfolk, show a reduc- 
tion of the number of cases pending and begun during the year 
ending Sept. 30, 1905, as compared with the year 1895, while other 
counties show a marked increase during the same period. 



Statement of Criminal Cases pending and begun in 1905 as com' 
pared with Stich Cases pending and begun in 1895 in the Superior 
Courts. 
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Statement of Criminal Oases commenced before the GratlA tflMVy, and 
of Sack Cases coming to the Superior Courts by Appeal, in the Year 
ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Cases pending and begun in the Superior Courts — CoDtinued. 
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Cases pending and begun in the Superior Courts — Continned. 
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Disposition of Criminal Cases pending ai the Beginning of the 
Tear, and of Such Cases begun in the Year ending Sept. 30, 2905, in 
the Svperior Courts. 
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Cbiuikal Prosxcdtiohs in Lower Codbts. 

Number of Cases begun in Munidpai, Police and District Courta, and 

before Trial Justices, in the Year ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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Ifumber of Gases begun in Municipal, etc.. Courts, etc. — Continued. 
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in Municipal, etc., 
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Disposition of Criminal Gases pending at the Beginning of the Year, 
and of Svch Cases begun in the Tear ending Sept, 30, 1905, in the 
Miinieii>al, Police and Diarict Courts, and before Trial Jutticea.' 
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Diapotition of Criminal Cams pending and begun, etc. — Conclodnl. 
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Number of Sentences imposed by Municipal, etc.. Courts, etc. — Concluded. 
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CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. 



The following table shows that during the year ending Sept. 30, 
1905, there were 58,080 sentences imposed by the municipal, police' 
and district courts and trial justices, an increase of 1,067 over the 
total number imposed during the year 1895. There, has been a de- 
crease of 429 during this period for crimes against the person, while 
for crimes against property there has been a rise of 615 and for 
crimes against public order an increase of 881. 



Number of Sentences imposed by Afunidpai, Pdice and District 
Courts and Trial Justices in the Year eriding Sept. 30, 190Sf as 
compared taith the Year ending Sept. 30, 1895, 
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Number of Search Warrants, etc., in the Municipal, Police and J 
trtcl Courts in the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 
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COURTS AND PRISONS. 



Courts and Prisons. 

Skowivg Courts from which Prisoners were sentenced to State Prison, 

Beformatories and the State Farm in the Tear ending Sept, 30, 1905, 



C00ET8. 


1 
1 




to 


1 
1 

40 


• 


i 






1 


B«rkihlr«, . 
Bilalol, 

FnnkllD, . 

UlddlsMi, . 

«"£,?,"■; : 




11 

le 

i 


11 
u 

B6 
24 


IS 


UiBrB.DT-(Jon. 

■■ ■ Northed (C™t. 

" Butern, . 

Franklld. . . 

Eaalsro, 

Hampd™.E-»™,_ 

lIldd]e«i,Ceiil^' 

Ftrai North 

•• Third Eaat 

EinlSoDlh! 

Norfolk, Nortbtro, 

" Eaat. . 

*' Boutheni, 

Waalam, 

Worcutar, Ganlral, 

:: K5S 

SeooDd Bu 

FIralBoulb 

" BHondSon 

Third BoDl 


cm) 

n,'. 
uni, 
•rn,. 

lom,' 




i 
\ 

i 

I 
i 

1 

i 




B 

2 

u 

T 

18 
It 
81 
IT 

80 


Tolala, . . . . 

UlIHICIP.lL. 


m 


B 

12 
2( 

1 

t 

6 


8S 
46 


BS 
U 

M 

TO 

lU 
IW 

B 

IS 

It 

SB 


DorcheMtT, . 

South Boiton, . 

Weii Soxiuiy,. 

Brookli™, .. 

Btooklan, . 

Se;;. : : 




24 

m 

IS 


Sri: : : 


Total 

U. S. (JOCBTB. 
U.S. Circuit, . . . 

TBiii JoancBS. 


. 


820 

1 


180 


2,26T 




U 


eomarnila, .... 


i 






« 


- 


32 


Berkahlre, CcDIral, 




EEOAPITCLATION. 


" Boulhem, 
Foarlh, 


Buparlor eonit«. . 
Tilaijuilloe'a; '. '. 


172 


219 
320 


180 


88 
2^»T 




m 


S6D 















s It la put irlth tha otbar Boaloa ooa 
I nperloT court of Buffolk CoDDly. 
I anpsrlor lioan of Bililol Count;. 



;oogIe 



PRISON COMMISSIONERS' REPORT. 



[Oct. 



Industries in All the Prisons. 
In the preceding pages of the report there is an occasional refer- 
ence to the work of the prisoners, but the tables immediately fol- 
lowing have been prepared to give full particulars concerning the 
industries in the State Prison, the Massachusetts Reformatory, the 
Reformatory Prison for Women, the State Farm and the jails and 
houses of correction. -In addition to the regularly established in- 
dustries, some prisoners have been employed during the year at the 
Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners in Rutland, and it is 
necessary to include this number in some of the tables to account 
for the entire population. 



Table showing how Prisoners mere occupied in the Stale Prison, the Massa- 
ehusetts Reformatory, the Reformatory Prison for Women, the State 
Farm, and the Industrial Camp on Sept. 30, 1905. 
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TaUe showing how Prisoners were occupied, etc. — Concluded. 
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General DBScaiPTiON of the Industries. 
Under the present law, no prisoners can be employed under the 
eontract system, — that is to say, where their services are paid for 
by the day. The pieoe price plan is limited to cane-seating chairs 
and making umbrellas ; all the other work must be done on public 
account, which includes the making of goods for public institutions, 
commonly known as the " public use system." The restrictions as 
to the number of prisoners that may be employed in any given way 
are applied to particular industries, and not to institutions. At the 
State Prison and the Reformatory Prison for Women there is no 
piece work whatever, all the prisoners being engaged on the 
public account plan. The Massachusetts Reformatory employs 
some prisoners in caning chairs by the piece, — a form of work 
that is used mainly as an occupation for prisoners in the third 
grade ; all the other work is done on public account. The main 
occupation at the State Farm is the cultivation of the land, but 
there is a little chair work carried on by a few prisoners, and at 
times quite a large number are engaged in cane-seating. Public 
account work is done in the houses of correction at Cambridge, 
Dedham, Deer Island, New Bedford and Pittsfield, also at the jail 
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in Lowell. All other work in the county prisouB, which consists 
of chair caning, except at Springfield where umbrellas are made, 
is done under piece price agreements. 

The kinds of work at each prison are sufficiently indicated in the 
following tables, and it is needless to describe them in detail. In 
the separate reports concerning the State Prison and the reforma- 
tories there are detailed financial accounts of the industries, showing 
the earnings from each kind of work ; and the income, stated in the 
following tables, is quoted from those accounts. 



TaNe akowing the Highest and Lowest Number of Prisoners employed in 
Each Industry in the Slate IntlUvtiona during the Tear ending S^. 
30, 1905. 
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If the stock on haod and accounts due were incladed in the 8tat«- 
ments the balance would be materially changed in some places. 
For example, in Cambridge the brush account has a balance on the 
wrong side, whereas, if the outstanding accounts were considered 
the industry would show a gain. The same observation applies to 
the clothing industry at Deer Island, where the stock on hand at the 
end of the year was considerably larger than at the beginning, and 
if taken into account would more than oQ-set the excess of expen- 
ditures over receipts. It should be noted that the earnings in county 
prisons where the balance is on the right side exceed the amount 
given as net income for the jails and houses of correction. The 
aggregate net income is found by deducting from the earnings the 
sum of 11,784.25, which is the exact excess of expenditures over 
receipts at Cambridge, 



Table relating to the Income from Industries in All Prisons during the 
Year ending Sept. 30, 1905, and showivg the Proportion of Sentenced 

Prisoners engaged vpon the Industries on thai Date. 
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Id addition to the namlier lemalDing as above stated, there were also, at the lodnBtrial 
Camp for Prisoners in Rutland, 02 prisoners who had been transferred trom the State 
Farm and trom houses of correction. 
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Cambridge Jail and House of Correction, 
Dedham Jail and House of Correction, . 
Deer Island House of Correction, 
Fitchburg Jail and House of Correction, . 
Greenfield Jail and House of Correction, 
Lawrence Jail and House of Correction, . 

Lowell Jail 

New Bedford Jail and House of Correction, 
Northampton Jail and House of Correction, 
Pitlsfield Jail and House of Cori-ection, . 
Plymouth Jwl and House of Correction, . 
Salem Jail and House of Correction, 
Springfield Jail and House of Correction, 
Worcester Jail and House of Correction, 
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Table thowing the Nuvtber of Peisonert engaged upon Induatriea in AH the 
Prisma, Sept. 30, 1905. 
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■ Goods made (or public nse ooly. 

Making Goods for Public Use, 
The plan of making goods for the use of public institutiouB haa 
now been in operation since 1898, and in the last year there was a 
considerable increase in the quantity of goods sold to the different 
institutions. It is desirable to extend this system as far as possible, 
and when the opportunity offers, additional articles will be supplied 
by the labor of prisoners. In the report of last year there was s 
reference to the possible need of some board of classification, which 
should prescribe the kind and quality of the goods to be made for 
public use ; and it is again suggested that a committee, consisting 
of representatives of the various interests, might be able to formu- 
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late a plan at the beginning of the year that would allow the prisoas 
to make more satis&ctory goods than can be produced under the 
present system. As far as possible, every effort is now made to 
meet the needs of the respective institutions, and the officers in 
charge of these places have generally shown ready co-operation 
with the prison authorities by furnishing advance information as to 
what is required ; but the suggested amendment might give better 
results. 

The State Prison continues to make the clothing sold to the 
different penal and charitable institutions. The clothing is made 
of cloth produced at Concord. Boots and shoes and hosiery, and 
some of the coarser kinds of cotton cloth, are also supplied from 
Charlestown. Some of the prisoners are engaged in weaving blan- 
kets ; these are not sold at Charlestown, but are returned to the 
reformatory at Concord to be finished. 

The Massachusetts Eeformatory makes all the woollen cloth that 
is disposed of for public use, and this year some improvements have 
been made in the manufacture which it is believed will produce a 
more satis&ctory article. The blankets, some of which are woven 
here and some at Charlestown, have been generally approved, al- 
though in some cases there has been a call for a much cheaper 
article than it has been practicable to make. There have been 
some sales of chairs for public use, and a few other pieces of furni- 
ture have been made on special orders. 

The Keformatory Prison for Women maintains a sewing-room, 
where women's dresses, men's outing shirts and many other gar- 
ments are made for use in the different places ; and it also supplies, 
from the general industry, such white shirts as are ordered by the 
institutions. 

At the house of correction in Cambridge brooms are made for 
public use, and this place also sells some brushes and mats in the 
same way. 

The entire sales on account of public use amounted to 1169,687.59, 
an increase of $12,521.75 over the sales of the preceding year. The 
following statement shows the receipts on this account for the year 
ending Sept. 30, 1905 : — 
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Sales of Goods to Inslitvlions during the Tear ending Sept. 30, 1905. 

From Ihe ijtate PrisoD ^ . . . . $86,491 74 

Massachuselts ReforniatoFy, 72,102 34 

Reformatorj Prison for Women 6,048 80 

Cambridge House of Correction, . - 5,044 71 

1169,687 59 
Temporary Industrial Camp for Prisoners. 
When the iodustrial camp for prisoDers was established at Rut^ 
land, it was supposed that the only work of any considerable 
smount would be that of reclaiming and cultivating the land ; but 
during the present year it has been necessary to do so much in the 
way of building, that work on the land has tieen very much re- 
stricted. The superintendent reports a considerable lot cleared of 
brush, and some of it ploughed and planted. He says that the 
crops were unfavorably affected by the unusual condition of the 
weather at the time of harvesting. A fair crop of vegetables was 
raised, however, and under good conditions the product can be 
largely increased. In the general report at the beginning of this 
document there will be found a statement of the miscellaneous 
building work carried on at Rutland, with a detailed reference to 
the new hospital prison, which is intended for prisoners suffering 
from tuberculosis. 



Libraries. 
No very marked changes have occun-ed in the number of volumes 
in the Ubraries in the different prisons. An addition of 215 books 
has been made to the library at the State Prison during the past 
year, and 74 volumes have been added to those formerly reported 
at the Reformatory Prison for Women ; at the Massachusetts Re- 
formatory a decrease of 524 appears, as compared with a year ago. 
In the jails and houses of coirection the total number of volumes is 
substantially the same ; in some instances a few less are reported 
than the year previous, and in others a slight gain. The total 
number of volumes in all the prisons is 28,580. 
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Tabic showing the Average Number of Prisoners for the Year ending Sept. 
30, 1905, and the Number of Volumes in the Library of Each 
Prison named in this Report. 
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REPORT OF THE AGENT FOR AIDING DIS- 
CHARGED PRISONERS. 



To the Board of Frison Commissioners : 

During the year ending Sept. 30, 1905, assistance was furnished 
to 1,833 discharged male prisoners. 

Nine hundred and ninety-aeven who had been inmates of the 
Massachusetts Reformatory, and 293 men from the Temporary 
Industrial Camp for Prisoners, in Rutland, were helped from the 
State appropriation for that purpose, as follows : — 

Railroad fares to homes or places of employment, . . (1,363 36 

Board while seeking work 3,066 SO 

Clothing, 1,241 01 

Tools 160 26 

MiscellaDeons (employment fees, medicine, elc), . . 129 40 

Total . 14,979 33 

One hundred and ninety-three men released from the State Prison 
in this and former years were aided as follows : — 

Railroad fares, (615 46 

Board, 1,464 96 

Clothing 6S6 88 

Tools 174 34 

Miscellaneous 94 46 

Total, . . . ■ 12,868 06 

Of the other 350 prisoners, 346 were from the county prisons of 
Massachusetts, and 4 were from prisons in other states. These 
men were aided from the funds of the Massachusetts Society for 
Aiding Discharged Convicts, at an expense of 11,525.68. 

In addition to the 1,833 men who have been helped in a manner 
that involved the expenditure of money, fully one-half as many 
more have applied for aid, who, through repeated failures to help 
themselves, had proved that they were unworthy. 
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That it is both right and wise to give every man from prison an 
opportunity for a new start in life, no well-intentioaed person will 
deny ; but when the same man, after being repeatedly helped, shows 
that he has no real desire to work, but prefers to live by dishonest 
practices, he forfeits the goodwill of society, and should bear the 
consequences without complaint. 

To their credit, the majority of discharged prisoners are willing 
to make an effort to live honestly; and many succeed. There are 
some who lack the qualities essential to prosperity ; they seem to 
be the " crooked sticks " of the world, that will not fit anywhere. 
That they are utterly hopeless I do not presume to say, but nothing 
apparently other than the working of a miracle will seem to change 
them. Let us hope that in their cases the miracle may be worked, 
and that either through the influence of religion, education or bitter 
experience they may learn to keep from the evils that lead to im- 
prisonment. 

Of 177 men released from the State Prison during the year, but 
2 have been returned for other crimes, although 25 were sentenced 
to that institution who had served terms there before. In con- 
sidering these figures, one is led to regret that the good resolutions 
that tend to keep so many out for the first year are not longer lived 
up to. 

Sincerely thanking those who have contributed to the success of 
this work in the past, and trusting in their continued support and 
encouragement, 

I am very respectfully yours. 



Boom 21, State House, Boston, Oct. 2, 190G. 



GEORGE E. CORNWALL, 

Agent. 
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REPORT OF THE AGENT FOE AIDING DIS- 
CHARGED FEMALE PRISONERS. 



To the Board of Prison Commissioner! : 

In the year covered by this report I find 1,734 women have been 
helped in various ways, 932 have been fumi^ihed employment, 661 
sent to home and friends, 87 sent to hospitals, 9 to insane asylums, 
35 have died and 10 have been married. 

The expenditures for the year ending Oct. 1, 1905, have been as 
follows : — 

For food and lodging, (642 50 

Clothiog 649 46 

Employment fees, 7S 00 

Travel, 1,000 00 

Books, stationery, etc. 99 66 

lucidenlals, 186 40 

Total » $2,648 90 

I realize more and more that the work of reformation among dis- 
charged female prisoners is a fearful responsibility. No end of 
disappointments mark the progress of each and every woman who 
is trying to reach the standard demanded of her by society. The 
requirements being increased and the standard higher, there are 
necessarily more failures to reach the goal. The dependence for 
help and instruction demanded by those who are trying to reform 
is often appalling in its magnitude. 

A review of the year's work calls to mind two interesting cases 
where perseverance gained the victory over two " incorrigibles." 
After repeated efforts on the part of one to break away from her old 

* Out ol the appropriation lor 190S there has been paid to the Temporary Asylnm toe 
DiBCbarged Female PrlsonerB at Dedbam the eaat of 9264, tor the support ol women 
cbaj^ed wlcb crime whose cases were disposed of withoat sentence. In the preceding 
year there was paid to the Temporary Asylnm the sum of $354.1)0 tor the same pnrpose. 
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habits, a letter came, askiog for a few lines of advice to help her 
decide her future. I gladly gave what she asked for, and am happy 
to say this woman is now an honored wife, and happy in her home 
life. The other, after a hard struggle to lead an honest life, at last 
decided to join a band of workers, and is now on her way to the 
Philippines. 

I find the indeterminate sentence law is working for good among 
the hopeful cases, — a marked improvement over last year. 

Thus the work goes on, bringing shadows and sunshine to the 
workers engaged in the uplifting of these unfortunate women, and 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness. 

I wish to express my gratitude to all officials for their courtesy to 
me during the past year, and shall try to merit a continuance for 
the year to come. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GEORGIA ABBIE RUSSELL, 

RooH 9, State Houbb, Bobtoh, OoC. 2, 190G, 
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